Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



I 



fe. 



.^^tvq^ 






• l- •• 



('^ •• ^ if 



DIALOGUES 

ON THE 

USES 

OF 

FOREIGN TRAVEL; 

Confidei'ed as ai Part of* 

An Engli/h Gentleman's Edueationi 

BETWEEN 

LORD SHAFTESBURY 

AND 

MR. LOCKE.. 

-» » 

By the Editor of 
Moral and Political Dialogues. 

THE SECOND EfilTION. 



II I ■ i«i « ■ n I [ I «■ I 



L ON DON, 

Printed by fF. B. for A. Mi L l a R, in the Strand i 

and W. Th urlbou rn and J. 

WooDYSRi in Camhri^i. 

MDCCLXIV* 






'\\ 



s 



i 



ON T HE 

USES 

OF 

FOREIGN TRAVEL: 
DIALOGUE I. 

BETWEEN 

LOB-D SHAFTESBURY 

AND 

MR. L d C K Ej 

ADDRESSED TO 

ROBERT MOLES WORTH, ESQ. 

In the Yeu M D c c« 
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DIAL0(5UE I. 

c 

LORD SHAFTESBURY — Mft. LOCKE J 

T d 

ROBERT MOLESWORTH, E S Q^ 

COULD not but be much fur^ 
prized, my d^ear friend, to receive 
Jour Gom^mands on a fubjed, of which 
You, of all men^ are the greateil 
tMAer. For who could fo well ad-s 
vife the paf ty, yoti fpeak of, or fc- 
felve tthe general queilion concerning 
9^J^e U^ of Foreign Travel^ confidercd 
as a part of modern breeding and edu-* 
cation, as He, who has himfelf pro- 
i^ed fo much by> this pra(flice^ and^ 

ki' a late ejccellent treatiie [^1, has 

^ '■ ' 

X^ Acicount of Denmark^ as it was in the 
Jrear 1692. . ' . - . 

-- ': B given 



2 ON THE USES 6P 

given Co convincing a proof 6f it's 

utility ? 

Besides, your application to me i« 
a little fufpicious ; and looks as if you 
wanted to draw from me a confirm- 
ation of your own fentiments, rather 
than a candid examination of them* 
For how was it poffible for you not 
to forcfee the difficulty I muft be un*- 
dcr in debating this point with you ? 
When have I been able to diffent 
from you in any queftion of morals of 
policy ? And efpecially what chance 
for my doing it in this inftance, >yhen 
you know the biafs which my own 
education, conducted in this way> 
muft have left upon me ? 

I AM therefore at a lofs^ as I faidj 
to account for your fancy in making 
me of your council on this occafion. 
But whatever your purpoip might be, 

fince 
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iPOHEIGl^ TRAVEL. 5 

fincc you have thought fit to honour 
hae fo far, I inuft own your Letter ot 
Inquiry could hot poflibly have found 
me in a fitter feaioA. 

i happejJe6 juftthen toartiufemy- 
felf with recoUefting a converfatiort, 
which, hot many days before, had 
pafled between me and a certain Phi- 
lofopher of great note, dn that very 
fubjeft. 

Ybu know the eftceni 1 have oif this 
Pbiloibpher; I mean for fuch of his 
writings, as arc mbft popular and de- 
ferve to be fo$ fuch as his pieces oh 
Government y Trade, Liberty, and EJu-^ 
cation. No man underflands the world 
better; or reafons more clearly oh 
thofe fubjedts, ^ in Which that world 
takes itfelf to be ; mofl of all, and is> 
in truth, very nearly cdhcerncdi 

B a His 



4 ON THE USES OF 

His Philofophy, properly Co called^ 
is not, I doubt, of Co good a taftc^ 
At leafl. kis notion of morals is too 
modern for liiy relifh : I had put iliy- 
felf to fchool to other maftcrs, andi 
had karnt, you know> from his bet- 
ters what to think ,of Xj/^ and Man-^ 
ners; which they treat in a ftylc 
quite out of the way of thefe dealers 
in Ideas, and fubverters of innate 
principles. 

But on this head, ray dear Sir/ you 
have heard me ipeak often, and may 
hear from me more at large, on fomc 
other occafion. With exception to 
this one article (an important one^ 
however) no man is more able, thail 
Mr. Locke, or more privileged by hia 
long experience, to give us Leiftures oa 
the good old chapter of Education i 
which many others indeed have dif-< 
cuffed ; but none with fb much good 
5 . fenfc 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 5 

fenie and with Co conftant an eye to 
the ufe and bufinefs of the world, as 
fhis writer. 

The purpofe of your inquiry, then, 
cannot, as I fuppoie, be any other way 
fo well anfwered, as hy putting into 
your hands a faithful account of his 
ientiments on Jhe condud: and uie of 
TraxueiUng: £fpecially, as you will 
perceive at the iame time what fny 
BC^ons are (if diat be of any import*<» 
^nce to you) 04 the fame fubjedt* 

If I wei^ cpmpoiing a Didogue in 
4he old mimoticid, or .poetic form, I 
^QUld tell yon, perhaps, the occafion 
j|bat lod us into this track of con<- 
;re6fiition* Nay, I ihould tell you 
whdt accident had brought us togc- 
^er; and {hould even omit no cir-> 
cumftance of time or place, which 
might be proper to let you into the 

■ B 3 fcene, 



6 ON THE USES OF 

fccne, and make you, as it were, one of 
us. 

But thcfe pundtilios of decorum arc 
thought too conftraining, and, as fuch, 
are wifely laid afide, by the cafy mo- 
derns. Nay, the very notion of Dia-^ 
logue, fuch as it was in the politeft 
ages of antiquity, is fo little compre-r 
hended in our days, that I queftion 
much, if thefe papers were to fall into 
other hands, than your own, whether 
they would not appear in a high de-^ 
gree fantaftic and vifionary . It would 
never be imagined that a point of 
morals or philofophy could be regu* 
larly treated in what is called a cotzt 
verfatiofir^piece \ or that any thing Co 
unlike the commerce of our world 
could have taken place between me9, 
that had any ufe or knowledge of it, 

Xhis, I fay, might be the opinio^ 
pf ihpn of better breeding; of thofcj, 

wha 
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who are acquainted with the fafhion, 
and are themfelves inured to the con- . 
verfations, of the polite world. The 
formalifisy on the other hand, would 
be out of patience, I can fuppofe, at 
this fceptical manner of debate, which 
ends in nothing ; and, after the wade 
of much breath, leaves the matter at 
laft undecided, and juf): as it was 
taken up. 

A^L this, it muft be owned, is very 
tfue. But, as it is not my intention 
to fubmit the following draught to 
fuch critics, you, who know me, will 
^pcept thi^ recital, made in vay own 
way, and pretty much as it pailed. 
You may well be trufled to make 
your own conclufions from what is 
offered on either fide of the argu* 
ment, and will need no officious mo- 
nitor to inftrud you on which fide the 
]^th lies. 

B 4 Not 
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8 ON THE USES OF 

Not to detain you, by further prfe^ 
liminaries, from the entertainment 
(fuch as it is) which I have promiied 
you, you may fuppofe, if you pleafej, 
Mr. Locke and tne, in company with 
fomc other of our common friends^j 
fitting together in my Libraryi «nd, 
entering on the fubjedt in .^he foUqwT 
ing manner* ; 

ft 

LORD SHAFTESBURY* 

Ai^D is not TRAVELti^Gtheh,in' 
your opinion-^ one of the ^dl of tlrbiftr 
ihethods, ^hidh can be takeh. to 'po-;' 
lifti and form the manners of otir li-" 
beral youth, and to fit them fcirth^' 
btffinefs ind cohverfation of the^ptW 



M^, LOCTKIS:. 
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_ I THINK not. I fee btt.t IJttjlf gpo4»: 
in 'proportion to the time i^ tfefces up, 
that can be drawn from it, undfcr.'any: 

' . managementi 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 9 

management; but in t^e way, in 
nvhich it commonly is and muft be 
condudpd, fo lon^ as travel is con-r 
fidered as a part of early tutorage and 
education, I fee nothing but mifchiefs 
Ipring from it, 

LORD SHAFTESBURY* 

What, necelffiirily fpring from it I 
j^d is there iia way to flqp their 
growth; or at leail prevent their chok- 
ing the good plants, which that |bil isf 
capable of producing ? 

• * * 

« 

:]$IR« LOCKE« 

This indeed I muft pot abfolutely 
aiHrm: your LordlObip's example, I 
muft confefs, ftands in my way. But 
if your own education, which wacf 
conduced in this form and creates 9 
prejudice for it, be pleaded againflE 
f^e, I mav ftill fay, that the argument 

extends 
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extends no farther than to qualify the 

affertion ; and thgt, as in other cafes, 

the rule is general, tho? with fome 
except ion9^ 

LORD SRAFTE^BURYt 

It was not my meaning to put youc 
politencfs to this proof. I would even 
take no advantage of the exception 
which you might confent to make in 
the cafe of many other travellers, who 
hav<e, dopbtlefs, a better claim, than 
myfelf, to this indulgence. What I 
would gladly know of you, is. Whe- 
ther, in general. Travel be not an e3?-p 
ccUent fchool for oqr ingenuous and 
noble youth j and whether it may 
not, on the whole, deferve the coun- 
tenance of a philofopher, who under- 
idands the world, and has himfelf been 
formed by it ? 



ttit 
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Your ]Lordfhip, I think, will do 
well to put pbibfopby out of the 
queftion, There is fo much to be 
faid againft Travel in that view, that 
t|>e rnatter would clearly be deter* 
ipjned againft you. It is by other 
rwles, ^nd what are called the maxims 
of the world (which your Lordflii^ 
underftands too well, to join them 
with Philofophy) that the advocate 
for travelling muft demand to have 
his caufe tried, if he would hope (o 
come oiF, in the diipute, with any 
^vantage. , 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Yet Philofophy was not always of 

this mind. You know, when the beit 

proficients in that fcience gave a coun^ 

(enance to this praftice, by their owq 

example. 
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example, a good part of their life 
was fpent in foreign r^puntries; and 
they did not prefume to fet up for 
jnaffters of wifdom^ till experience and 
much infight into the manners of men 
* had qualified them for that great 
office . Hence they became the ableft 
and'wffeftmen of the old world ; and 
their wifdom was not in thofe days of 
the lefs account fpr the poUtenefs^^ 
that was iriixcd with it. 

MR^ I. O OKIE. 

Those wife men might hayp theif 
reafbns for this different pradlice. 
They moft t)f them, I think, fet up 
for Politicians and Legiflators, as well 
as Philofophers j and in that infancy of 
arts and commerce, when diftant m^ 
tions had fmall intercourfe >¥ith "each 
other, it might l>e of real advantage? 
16 therti, at le^ft it might ferve ^heii; 
reputation with the people, to fpcnd 

fqme 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 13 

fome years in voyages to fuch coufn-? 
tries .a6 were in higheft fame for thcil' 
wifdom or good government. 

Besides^ the Sages of thofe times 
made a wondrous myftery of theit 
wifdom : a fure fign, perhaps, that 
they were not overftoeked with it^ 
It was confined to certain fchools and 
fraternities j or was locked up ftill 
more clofcly in the breafts of parti- 
cular perfoins. Knowledge was not 
then difFufed in books and general" 
converfation^ as amongfl iis 1 and the 
way to become wife was to frequent 
the academies or houfes of thofe pri- 
vileged men, who^ by a thoufand am«« 
bitious arts, had drawn to themfelves 
the applauie apd Veneration of the refl 
of the world. 

Al l this might be faid in fa;vour of 
your Lordihip's old Sages. Yet one 

af 
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of them> who dcfcrved that name th^ 
beft, was no great Traveller. I re-* 
member to have read, that Socr ate^ 
had never ftirred out of Athens i and 
that, when his admirers Would fome- 
times afk him why he affedled this 
fingularity, he was ufed to fay. That 
Stones and ftrees did not edify him: 
Intimating, I fuppofc, that the fight 
of fine towns and fine countries, 
which the voyagets of thofc days, as 
of our*s, made a matter of much 
vanity, was the principal fruit they 
had reaped to thetilfelves from theif 
fafhionable labours. 

However, allowing youf Lordflilp 
to make' the tnoft of thefe refpedabld 
authorities, for the ufe of travelling, 
it muft flill be remembered, that they 
are wide of our prefent purpofe. They 
were Sages ^ that travelled : And we 
are now inquiring, whether this bb 

the 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 15 

the way for young men to bect^me 
Sages* Plato might pick up more 
learning iii his Voyages^ than any body 
iince has been able to underftand^ and 
yet a youth of eighteen be little the 
wifcr for flaring away two or three 
years in niyflerious Egypt. • 

» 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Why truly, if he carried nothing 
abroad with him l>ut the ufe of his 
eye-fight, 1 fhould be much of your 
mind with regard to the improve* 
ments he might be exj[)e£ted to bring 
back with him. But let him hear 
and obferve a little, as well as iee, and 
methinks a youth of eighteen 'might 
pick up fomething of value,, tho' he 
ihould not return laden with^the my* 
fteries of £^/f • 

As to the gaiety on the antient 

Sages, I could be much entertained 

• .4 
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Ivith it^ if I did not recoiled: that t)M 
more eiJ^hteiied osoderoa have^ alib> 
beca of their r^indin this initance. To 
fay nbtbiog of d Aer couatriej$» which 
yet hav» rHcn in reputation for know^ 
Jedge and civility ia proportion t» 
their acquaintance: with the neigh- 
bouring nations, furely it muft be al- 
lowed of our own, thai ^1 it'd valua-^ 
We 4pqu^ti0ii& in b^jh h^vjg been fcr-^ 

W4r4^ at iQaft;^ if nost :acwfioned^% 
thia rwfoftable pra^J^. Wearenowi 

Wildsiout AcmhU arrived a^ the fumna^^ 
of politedipf«, »nd lUAy fubfift a* kpgth 
i^n iwir Own proper ftwki hit w^ 
this ^ay s th» e«r^ ^ 4ml. muft it no4 
ht ackamrfedged, tb«^ tl»e iKFi^tHfift 
periods cdoijaMoMy'jnt^ihdkiim whiob 
evr: noble : youl^ w»re:iit&Mi)fii]lf jifi 
the fchool of foreign T*^ Vott 
will hardly pretend that the orna- 
nieim^ of the feconiJ CHAROLis.' and 
Eiifi&A^BTH's courts were faihioned 
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• • 

in the coarfe ixibilld of this iomc'^- 
breedings 

MR. tOCKE. 

1 SHALL perhaps carry my preten- 
iion3 ilill furthbr, and affirm it had 
been much better if thty had been fo^ 

I KNOW what is to be faid for thi 
Voyagers iri Elizabeth's time. We 
were juft then emerging from. ignor- 
ance and barbarity* Learning and the 
Arts were but then getting tip, and 
were befi acquired, we will fay, in 
foreign fchools, and the commerce of 
bther nations^ which might have the 
ftart of us in fuch improvements* Thtf 
ilate of EuYope at that time was not 
unlike what I obferved of the old 
world, when knowledge Was in few 
hands^ and the exclufive property, as 
it were, of particular perfons. So that 
it was to be travelled for, and fetched 

C hom€i 
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home by fuch as would have it. Italy 9 
in particular, was in thofe days, as it 
had long been, the theatre of polite* 
nefs, and without doubt could furnifh 
us with very much of the learning we 
moil wanted. 

This then was the fafliionable route 
of our curious ^nd courtly youth : 
And many accompliflied perforis, I 
tan readily adnfiit. Were to be found 
in the number of ouf Italian Travel- 
lers. Yet, methinks, they had done 
better to ftay at home, and at leaft 
import the arts of Italy ^ if they were 
neceflary to them, in fager heads than 
their own. 

1 sAy thi§, becaufe it is no fecref 
that the civility, wre thus acquired, was 
dearly paid for; and that Irreligion 
and even Atheifm, were, by miftake, 
packed up with their other curiofities ; 

and 
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and (hewn about, at their return, as 
choice things, which could not but 
very much enhance the conflderation 
of thofe who had been to gather them 
beyond the mountains. 

Or> fliail we fay that this impiety 
of the time was bnly employed to cor- 
n€t it's fuperftitbn ? And that the 
philofbphic ipirits of that age traffick-- 
ed in thefe wares, as thinking them a 
proper antidote to fuch as another fet 
of miflionaries largely dealt in, I mean 
the agnus De^s, holy beads, and cotii^ 
fecrated medals f 

As to the worthies of Charles* 
court, your Lordfhip, without doubt^ 
is difpofed to divert yourfelf with 
them. For, if they brought any thing 
with them from France, befide it's 
follies and vices (excepting always 
the babble of their language), it i$ a 

C a fecret 
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fecrct which it has not been my fof^ 
t6nc to be apprized of. 

LOkB' SHAFTESftuRY. 

AnI) fo, becaufe Travelling may^ hy 
accident, be attended with ioQie; ill 
^e<ts,^ yoa rouodly dejterojiae agaifiiK 
the; thing itiqlf > ^s if thi& national im^ 
pfovcment in arts and civility^ wbicH 
i^nquefiionahly arofe f€om; ity v^ere tor 
go for flothipg I 

MR. LOCKErf- 

I WOULD have it go for no tnonL 
than it is honeftly worth ; which 
Airely is fomcthing left than rfie price 
of our principles and our moralsir- 
And I doubt the trtith is, that this 
degeneracy in both was the ufual 
acqiiifitibn of our travelled youth,* 
and the improvement, your Lordftiip- 
• ^eaks of> only the accidental benefit. 
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LORD $I{AFT£6«URy. 

Without dpubt, there is no ex* 
tending our acquaintance with the 
world but we run the rilk of catching 
it's vices, as well as virtues. Yet> puflv 
this concluiion as far as it it will go, 
and you {liut up mankind in abfolute 
eind incurable barbarifm. Such is the 
unhappy condition of human nature, 
jhat in ftrj^^ving to cultivate it's powers, 
you furnifh the opportunities, at leaft, 
of it's corruption. Yet to leave it 
in that fordid ftate, for fear of thofe 
jaibufes, is, n^ethinks, but ading with 
the weak apprehenflon of fond mo« 
fthers J who deny their children the 
liberty of ftirring from the fire^fide, 
for fear of the dirt or damp air, which^ 
in their field-cxercifes, may chance to 
incommode them. 

P 3 ?^^« 
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MR. LOCKE. 

The allufion would be apt, if the 
health of the mind, as of the body, 
depended on the uie of fuch Liberty; 
or if it were true, that one could as 
little help breathing the air pf vice, as 
that of the heavens. But, tho^ I have 
hear'd much of the dangers, to which 
virtue is expofed in this bad world, I 
have never underilood that Vice is it*$ 
proper element. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Yet, methinks. Sir, it will be har^ 
to keep clear of it in any part of tl^ 
world, that I am acquainted with: 
Unlefs perhaps you take this happy 
Ifland of our's to be as free from Vice, 
as a Neighbouring one, they fay, ^ 
from Venom. ^ 

MR. 
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MR. LOCKE. 

There are, however, degrees In vice, 
as well as varieties of it ; and I can- 
not thihk it neceffary for us to be 
gfeater proficients, than we are, or 
to import new fpecies of it 1 1^ 
rambling into countries where it may 
chance to rage with greater virulence, 
or where fuch modes of it, at leafl:^ 
prevail as are luckily unknown to us. 
And fuch^ I doubt, were the fruits of 
our Italian and French travels. 

But allowing that vice were of eve- 
ry clime, the fame every where, and 
equally nlalignant, I (hould ftill ima- 
gine our youth to be fafer from the 
infc^Stion at home, under the eye and 
wing of their own parents or families, 
than wandering at large in foreign 
countries, with as little refpeft ©f 

C 4 others 
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Others^ as prudence of their own, to 
2uard them from this danger. 

Yes, if they were turned loofe into 
this wicked world, and left to their 
own devices* But, what if fome fage 
Philofopher— 

MR. ^OCKE. 

Some God, you would fay, in thq 
ihape <>f a Tutor j for a merfe mortal 
Guide of that ftamp is not eafily met 
with. Or, if He were, hiis wifdom, I 
doubt, would hardly give him the au- 
thority, he ftands in need of, for the dif- 
charge of his funiftion. But I take 
your Lordfhip's raillery, and could fay 
\n my turn/ But what if fome inquifi- 
jive and well-diipofed young Nobl?^ 
man — 



» / 



After all, we may let theft tWQ 
yQyagerS;^ jfo well matched and fittea 

to 
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^o each other^ proceed on thdr jour-> 
ney. The queftion at prefent i$ of no 
Aich rarities^ but of raw^ ignorant^ 
ungovernable boys^ on the one hand^ 
and of (hallow^ fervile^ and interefled 
governors, on the other. And if any 
good can arife from fuch worthies as 
thefe, fauntring within the circle of the 
grand Tour, the magic of travelling is 
much greater than I have any idea of. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Your feyere virtue makes you fee 
things in the worft light. It is true^ 
perhaps, that the advantages of travel 
ling are not fo great, or £o -general, as 
is fometimes pretended, .Yet, on the 
other hand, that there are advantages, 
^nd confiderable ones too, can hardly 
be denied. And to come at length' 
|nprc clofely to the point (for what 
fea^ hitherto paft j|s but a fort of pre- 

lude 
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iudc to the main argument) » let me 
have leave to ftate thofe advantages 
clearly and diftindtly to you, and then 
to rcqueft your own proper fenfe (I 
mean as a man of the world, accord- 
ing to the advice you juft now gave 
me,, and not as a Philofopher) of this 

pradice, 

« 

MR. LOCKE. 

Is this fair dealing in your Lord^ 
fhip ? I fuppofed that by ftarting thi§ 
queftion you had meant only, as en 
other occafions, to engage an old man 
in a little converfation, whertas your 
purpofc, I now find, is to make s^ 
formal debate of it. 



LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Not a formal debate, but a free 
conference; for which wc fecm to 

have 
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have kifurc enough ; and the fubjed 
is» befides, of real importance. I may 
prefume to anfwer for our friends here, 
'that they will nof be di(pleafed to af« 
lift at it. 

a' . • w • 

I AM aware, as you faid, that the 
practice may be fometimes incon- 
venienty as it is commonly managed^ 
on the fide of morals i and I would 
not be thought to have benefited fb 
little by your-s, and the inftrudions 
of my other mafters, as not to lay the 
greateft ftrefs on that confideration. 

But, after all, theie inconveniences 
may be pretty well avoided by the 
choice of an honeft and able governor. 
Such an one it will not be impofiible 
to find, if the perfons concerned be in 
earneft to look out for him : I do not 
fay, in Celh, for a Pedant without 
manners j and ftiU lefs, you will fay, 

in 
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in Camps, for a mannered man^ with? 
out principles or letters ; but, in the 
world at large, for fome learned and 
well-accomplifhed perfon, who, yet, 
may not difdain to be engaged in this 
jaobleft office of cpndudting a young 
gentleman's education. 

Under fuch a (jrovernor, as this, 
the danger, to which a young man's 
morals may be expofed by early tra- 
vel> will be tolerably guarded againft ; 
andj to make amends for the hazard 
he runs in this refpeft, J fee, on the 
other hand, fo many reafons for breed-^ 
ing young men iii this way, fo many 
benefits arifing from it at all times, 
and fuch peculiar inducements with 
regard to the prefect ilate of our own 
country, that, I think, we fhall hardly 
be of two mindS| wjien you hayc at-: 
tended to them. 



b I 
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We Hiall fee that in due time. 
For the prefenti the ferioUs air^ yoii 
afliime, fo different fronai your wonted 
manner^ feciues liiy attention, 

LORD SHAFTESfiURY: 

1 CANNOT tell what may be the 
opinion of others^ but ignorance an<i 
barbarity feetn to me to be the parents 
of the ftioft and the wofft vices; 
Conceiti pride^ bigotry^ ferocity, in- 
humanity, cruelty, are the proper ifluci 
6f the human mindi under thefe cir-^ 
cumftancesi Self-love, which makes 
ib predominant a part in the confti- 
tution of m^, that fome fufFerers by 
it have miftaken it for tlie fole fpring^ 
6f all hi# actions, naturally engendersT 
thefe vices, when no care is taken to^ 
control it's operations by another 

principle* 

Oh 
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On this account, wife men have , 
bad recourfe to various expedients ^ 
fuch as the provifion of Laws ; the 
culture of Arts and Letters ; and, in 
general, all that difcipline which 
comes under the notion of early tu- 
torage and education. But lione of 
thefe has been found Co effediual to 
the end in view, or is fo immediately 
direfied to thfe piirpofe of enlarging 
^e mind and curing it, at once, of all 
iV& obftinslte and malignant preju- 
dices, as a knowledge of the world, 
acquired in the way of focitty and 
general convfel-fation: 

To fay nothing of the folltary fc- 
qucflered life, which all men agree to 
term Savage, look only on thofe 
fmaller knots and fraternities of men, 
which meet together in our provincial 
towns and cities, and, without any 
larger commerce, are confined within 

the 
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the narrow enclofure of their own 
walls or diflrlds. In as much as this 
condition is more focial than the 
other, it is, without doubt, more eli- 
gible. Yet fee how many weak views 
are entertained by thefe feparate clans, 
how many fond conceits, and over-* 
weening fancies ! The world feems td 
them {hrunk up into their own pri- 
vate circle ; juA as the heavens appear 
to children to be contained within the 
limits of their own horizon. 

Extend this profpeit of mankind 
to ftill greater combinations, to ftates, 
kingdoms, nations, and what we call 
a whole people. By this freer inter- 
courfe, indeed, their thoughts take 
a larger range, and their minds open to 
more generous and manly conceptions. 
Yet their native barbarifm flicks clofe 
to them, and requires to be loqfened 
and worn off by a more focial habit> 

by 
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by the expcricnte of a ftill wider anrf 
more thorough comtnunicatidn. Tribes 
bf metii altho* very numerous, yet if 
(hut up within one territory, and 
living together under the influence of 
the fame political confHtution; eafily 
affimilate, as it were; run into the 
fame common fentimcnts and opi- 
nions; and prefchtly take^ in the 
iirhole extent of their community, one 
tmiform prevailing charadtef: 

Hence, the lieceflity of their ftill 
looking beyond thfcir own^ intb other 
combinations and focieties; that fo; 
its their viewi enlarge^ they may btf 
fenabled to fliake off their local; as vrt 
inay fay; and territorial prejudices: 

• Those bthcr focifeties may not ht 
without their defeats; which it will 
be equally proper to keep clear of. 
Buti by this free profpeft of the dif- 

fereneei 
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ierences fubfifting between difFercnt 
nations, each naturally gets quit of* 
his own peculiar and charafteriftic 
vices ; and thofe of others, prefeflt-- 
ing themfelves to our unbiased ob«* 
fervation, are not fb readily entertain* 
ed, or do not cling fo fail to us, as 
what have groWri up with us and^ 
by Ibng unqueAioned ufe, are be- 
come, as we well expirefs it, a fecond 
nature^ 

T*HUS, by this near apprbach and 
attrition, as it were, of each other^ 
bur rude parts give way j our rough 
cOrhers are infenfibly worn off; and 
we are polifhed by degrees into a ge^^ 
jtieral and univerfal humanity : 

" ExTEiiNi nequid valeatfer lave fnorOri, 

to ufe the poet's Words, tho' with 
Tome* fniall difference, I believe, in 
theif application. 

What 
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Wh a t fays my friend to thcfc pvir^ 
clplts ? Arc tb€y juft and rcafonablc ? 
Or^ am I gqing to build on precarious 
iuid iniecure fbiindfttion^ ? ^ 



MR. LOCKE. 



Whatever dcfe<9: there may be in 
this fpundgtiori, your Lordmip, as a 
,wife architea:, is for fparing no coft 
or pains in providing' for it's ftahility. 
Yet, methinks, you go deeper for it, 
than you need. At leaft I did not 
expeft your defence of Travelling 
yould require you to niake thefe pro* 
found refeai-ches into human nature. 

» ■ • 

' ' ^ LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

I TAK.S you* jn^nwg. Tl»«^ r?- 

iearchcs, you would %» v;» fo l,»ttlp 
ipfbund, Oiat Irax^t; Hvc fpwred 
myfeif the trouble of makiog tfecia 
at all, at leaft in converfation with a 

philofo- 
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phEoibpher. Be that as it will ; prq- 
vided the principles themfelves^ I ata 
contending for, be well founded. For 
the concloiion necelTarily follows^ 
♦* That there£>re foreign travel 
<^ is^ of all others, the moft important 
*^ and eflkitial part of Education.'' • 



'The youth of the moft accomplifh- 
ed people in £2iri^^ would have much 
to corred in themfelvesj, and fpme- 
tiuf^t perhaps^ to learn, in their 
voy^iges into the nei^boufing na-* 
^tm& I however inferiour to their 
own, in the general ftate of |cnow- 
ledge and politenefs. What then muft 
be tb^ cafe of our En^Iifh youth, con- 
fined 19 this rei?QK>te corner among 
themfelveti, and indulged in their own 
f^ftic and Ikentioua batnts ? 

.Qifi^ softh^rii climate has never 
. b^p fflipy>iia for the civility of it's in^ 

D 2 habitants; 
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habitants ; who have rather been 
Aigmatlzed in all ages, and are ftill 

• confidered by the reft of J^urope^ as 

.proud, churlifh, and unfbcial. The 
very circuniftarice-of our being Ifland- 

-ers feems to expofe us to the juft re- 
proach of inhofpit^Iity. And if, with 
this difadvantage of our fituation, we 

-cherirti, and not corred, thofe man- 
ners which are fo apt to fpring from 
it, kt us Hot take it amifs fhat fo- 
reigners diftihguifh us by fuch names, 
as we well dcferve, tho' biir pride 
may fufTe^' from the application of 
them; ' -^ ' " ' ' 

It feemsi then to be ari- 'inevitable 
: ,confequeiic6 of what has - been- laid, 
ithat we of this country havtt a more 
than ordinary^4)Ccaifion forthe^b^iefits 
oi foreign travel. And the reafon of 
the thing flieWsy they canitot be ob- 
tained top ibbn. Young minds are 

the 
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the fittcft to take the ply of civility 
and good manners. The tafk is lefs 
cafy, and the fuccefs more uncertain,' 
when we enter upon this bufinefs late 
in life ;*^ when intfadtable humours' 
have gathered ftrength> and the un-' 
focial manner is become habitual to 
us. Whatever may be objected to the 
incapacity of this age in other re- 
Ipedls, youth is out of quefiion the 
time for acquiring right propenfities 
and virtuous habits. 

]^R. LOCKE* 

Your Lordfhip has fo many good 
words at command upon all occafions, 
that it is difficult not to be iilenced 
at leaft, if not convinced, by your 
rhetoric. But my prefent concern is 
to have a clear conception of your ar- 
gument, which in plain terms, as I 
apprehend it, ftands thus ; *< That 

D 3 ' «* every 
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^^ every nation has many vices and 
<^ follies to corred in itfelf ; that this 
^^ is perhaps more efpecially the caie 
" of our own ; and that early Jraw/ 
<< is the only, at kaft the moft proper^ 
*< cure for them." 



LORD 8HAFTBSBURY« 

That, Sir, is my meaning; and, 
tho' expreifed in more words than 
may be neceffary, it i§ furely not co- 
loured by any rhetorical exaggerations. 
But you mufl allow me to proceed in 
my own way, and enforce the general 
argument, I have delivered, by apply- 
ing it tQ thq particular exigencies and 
rteceflities pf our Engli{h youths 

You, who have been abroad in the 
wotld and have (b- juft a knowledge 
of other flates and countries, tdl me, 
if there can be any thing more ddU 
culous than the idiot prejitdices of 

our 
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our home-bred gentlemen ; >^hich 
ihew themfelves, whenever their own 
dear Ifland comes^ in any refpeft, 
to be the t6pic of converfation. 
What wondrous conceits of their 
own prowefs, wifdom, nay of their 
manners and politenefs ! With what 
difdain is a foreigner mentioned by 
them; and with what apparent iigns 
of averjfion is his very per^n treated f 
They Icarcely giv6 you feave to fup- 
pofe that any virtaons quality can 
thrive out of their own air^ or that 
good fenfe can be exprefled in any 
foreign language, Nay> their foolifh 
prepoffeffibh eitends to their very foil 
and clilnate. SiTch warm patriots 
are they^ ftiCh furious lovers of their 
coimtry, that they will have it to ht 
the theatre of all convenience, de- 
light, and beauty. 

D 4 ''To 
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'^ To hear their difcourfe among 
^' ihemfelves, one would imagindf that 
'♦ the fincft lan?ls near the fiuphrates, 
** the Babylonian pr Perfian Para- 
f^ difes^ the rich plains of Egypt, the 
Graecian T^mpe^ the Roman Cam-' 
pania$ XfOmbardy^ Provence, thp 
^« Spanifli ^dalujia, or the moft deU- 
" cious trafts in the Eaftern or Weft-^ 
^* ern Indies, were contemptible coun-r 
♦* tries in refpedl of what they dote 
^« upon upder the napic qf Old Eng--. 

^'hndr 

Now, if it were only for the fak^ 
pf truth apd decency, if it were but 
to avoid the ridicule to which thefe 
palpable abfurdities ^nd childifb fan- 
cies expofe them, one cannot but wiflj 
l^at our countryipen would open theif 
eyes, and extend their j>rofpc<a tjCr 
yond their pwn foggy air, and dirty 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 41 

But this is the leaft inconvenience 
of their home-breeding. How many 
low HABITS and fordid prances 
grow upon our youth of fortune, 
and even of quality, from the in-* 
fluence of their family, or at beft 
provincial, education i 

They retain fo much of their 
^axon or Norman character, that their 
npbleft paflion is that of the Chace; 
and theit fondeft purfuit, a horfe-racct 
or other ruflic diverfion« Their ideas 
^e all taken from the flable or kennel ; 
and they have hardly words for any 
other fort of convcrfation. 

Ik conjundticn with this habits or 
in dire(3; confequence of it^ they 
plunge themfelves into (he brutali- 
ties of the Bottle and Tabic. Having 
little ufe of the faculty of thinking or 
difpourfing on any reafonat:>]e fubjed^ 

they 
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they care not how foon they difable 
themfelves for cither. To this end, 
^eir Surloins are of fovereign effect : 
And if any fpark of the divine par^ 
tick be ftill unfubduedy they quench 
it forthwith in the ftrongeft wines^ 
or^ which fuits their tafte and defign 
beftj in their own country liquor. 

This fottiih debauch leads ta 
others. My young mafter will be 
denied no animal gratification. And 
thus low intrigues^ and vulgar amours 
follow of courfe, in which the fum 
of his refined pleafures is, at length, 
completed. 

The reH of hi$ life rtms on in this 
drowz;^ tenour; unlefs perhaps yott 
except thofe intervals, which can 
hardly be called lucid^ when his hdf- 
clofed underAanding fi%ms ftunned, 
rat&et than awakened, by party-rage, 

eledtion- 
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ckdion-buAle» and the tioiie of 
fa^ion. 

Admirable pitrlott ^efe! and 
ufefuUer citksen& by faf , than if they 
had acquired fame relifh of teftiper-" 
ance» d^ency> tod reafon in foreign 
courts, and the more improved fbcie* 
ties of Europe! 

But fuppole our young gentleman 
fd have escaped thid fordid tafte^ an4 
by better luck than ordinary to have 
finiihcid his home-edueatioA without 
much injury to hififraorafe^ Nay^fup^ 
pole him t& be inured, in goo4 tkucf^ 
to better diicif^e, and to have h^ 
the advantage of vAm \^ ealkd a«^ 
momg^ trs, by ar vident f^xOt of 
ipeech, A IHtral edueati$n. 

Tct put the cafe aft ^ beft, flip- 
pofe him td h^^ been well whipped 
• 5 thro' 
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thro*, one of our public fcbools/ and 
to come full fraught, at length, with 
Latin and Greek,' from his college. 
You fee him, now, on the verge of 
the world, and juft ready to ftep intQ 
it. But, good heavens, with what 
PRiNCiPtES and manners ! His 
fpirit broken by -the fervile awe of 
pedants, and his body xiJ^faHiioned by 
the gcnteelcr exercifes ! Timid at the 
fame time, and rude; illiberal, and 
ungraceful 1 An abfurd compound of 
ab^£fc fentimeats, aii4 bigoted no** 
tions> 09 the one hand ; and of 
clowni(b» cotrie, ungainly demean** 
our, on the other ! In a word, both 
in mind 4nd perfon, the fartheft in the 
world fcom any thipg that is hand* 
tm»9. gentlemanlike, qt of ufe ai^d 
acceptation in good cpp^pany ! 

. EfR X N o but one of thefe grown boys 
into a circk of weH-^bred people, jfuc^ 

as 
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as his raiik- and fortune entitle him, 
and in a mstnner oblige him, to live 
with: And fee how forbidding his 
air, how imbarafTed all his looks and 
motions! His aukward attempts at 
civility would provoke laughter, it, 
again, his ruftic painful balhfulnefs 
did not excite one's pity. What 
wonder if the young man, under thefe 
circumftinces, is glad to fhrink away, 
as foon as poflible, from fo conftrain- 
ing a fituation^ and to feek the low 
Ibciety of his iiiferiors, at leaft of iuch 
as himfelf afrionghis equals, where he 
can be at eafe, and give a kK>ie to his 
unfformed ahd'difofderly behaviour! 

But now, on the other hahd> let 
a young gentleman, who has been 
trained abfic^s^ tvho has been ac« 
cuftomed to the fight and converfation 
of men i who has learnt his exercifes, 
has/ome ufe of the languages, and has 

read 
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rtad his Horace or Homer in good 
company i I^et fuch an onc^ at his ce- 
tttrn» make his appearance in the heft 
ibcieties j and fee with what eafe> and 
addreis, he fuftains his part in them! 
how liberal his air and manner ! how 
managed and decorous his ddivery of 
himielf ! In (hort, how welcome to 
every body^^ and how pnepared to ac- 
quit himfelf in die ordinary commerce 
of the worldjt and in converfatipn ! 

J SHOULO thinks if there were no 
other advantage <^^rly trwd^ j^cs^ 
thi$ xf minnersf it were well worth 
fatting agatnft all the other incoa- 
veni^ces, whatever they be, of this 

lortof i^dvcation*. > 
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LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

I KNOW what you would fay: 
That manners, in the proper accepts* 
ation of the word> at leaft in the ienie 
of wife men^ implies much more thaa 
the eafe^ aflurance^ civility (call it 
what you will) which a young Travel^ 
ler is fuppofed to acquire in his in- 
4tercourie with the politer nations^ 
Without doubt, it does. But give 
me this foundation of good breeding 
to woifk upocvt apd if I had the tutors 
ag^ of a noble yQUth^ I duri^ be an<- 
fwerable for all the refti whiph even 
a philofoph^r includes in his fublime 
AQtioo pf mwwrA : Wherea§ without 
it. his iqRiprovQOients of <Hher fam 
would be almoft thrown away ; aay. 
his i^rtues thcmfelvca would be qU 
feBuUve and uidovely. 

But 
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But don't imagine I confine myfeti* 
to manners in the obvious meaning of 
that Term. I further underftand by 
it an ability for ingenious^ ufefuU and 
manly converfatioh. For a tfavellcf, 
that makes the proper ufe of his op* 
portunities^ will be all of a piece^ and 
return as polithed in his mind and un^ 
derftanding^ as in his perfon. 

And here, again^ how deficient is 
the turn and courfe of our ordinary 
education ! Whither would you CtiA 
our young pupil to accomplifb hiiti'- 
felf in the neceffary art of fpeak-^ 
ing handfbmely and thinking juftly ? 
What companions have you provided 
for him» or what inftrudors in this 
man-feience will you direct him to ? 
Shall : he court the acquaintance of 
€om^ lettered pedagogue in the fchools^ 
or fbllicit the precious communicatioa 
of fome famed profefTor in the occult 

fciences ? 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 49 

j . . ' ' . 

fcicnces ? Wonderful models of cor- 
Te& wit, fublime fenfe, and elegant 
expreffion ! 

i H A vfe read of an antjent Rheto- 
rician, that took upon him to teach 
others the art of /peaking ; but in fuch 
a way, fays niy author, that if a man 
had a mind to learn the art of not 
Jpeakingf he could not have been dOl- 
red:ed to an abler mafter. 

I FORBEAR the application of my 
little tale, out of pure reipedt to the 
modern difciples and ornaments of 
this antient fchdol ; afad without pUfh- 
ing matters (o far, it Will be owned 
that whatever advantage of this foft 
^ay be left at home, the lofs will be 
amply made up to an inquifitive travel- 
ler, on the continent. France, ^nd even 
Italy abounds in men of diftinguifhed 
literature and poUteliefs. Nay, a 

E German 
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German Profeflbr may fupply the 
place of an Univerfity Do(5k)r. Think, 
what illuftrious perfons may be fome- 
times met with even in a Dutch town j 
and how ^^any inftruftive hours you 
and I have pailed in converfatioh with 
fuch knowing, candid, and accom- 
pliflied fcholars, as Le Clerc, an^ 
LimborchI Phflofophy, and eveji 
Divinity could take a liberal air, un- 
der their management ; and eloquence 
itfelf might be learned, on almoft 
every fuhjed, in their company. 

[ i #fe N s I D E R then the acquaintance 
and familiarity of men of eminent 
parts and genius, as another cphfi,- 
derable benefit refuking from thi$ 
way of foreign education. 

Still there are higher things in 

view (for now I have ventured thus 

far in the dogmatie tone, I find my- 

5 ' ■ fclf. 
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feif, like our authorized teachers^ a 
littlt iin|)atient of control^ and in a 
hiimour to run myfelf out without let 
or interruption) ftill, I lay, there are 
highfer Advantages in view from tri- 
Velled culture and education. 

You may think as flightly, as you 
pleafe> of the exterior poliflb of man^ 
ners, or may even treaty as fuperficial, 
the information that can be acquired 
in gdod company. But what fay you 
to iKat fupreme accomplifhment, a 

KNOtVLEDGE OF THE WORLD? A 

fcience fb ufeful> as to fuperfede or 
ilifgrace all the reft ; and fb profound, 
as to merit all the honours, and to fill 
up all the meafures, of the beft philo- 
ibpfey ? For, by a knowledge of the 
^&^Ul, I mean that which refblts from 
tfiie obfervatioh of men and things ; 
from- ah acquaintance with the cu- 
ftom€> and uieg^s of other nations ; 

E 2 from 
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: from fome infight into their poHciM, 
government, religion j in a word^ 
from the ftudy and contemplation of 
men ; as they prefent themfelves on 
the great ftage of the world, in vari- 
ous forms, and under different ap-> 
pearances. This is that mafter- 
fcience, which a gentleman (hould 
comprehend, and which our fchools 
and colleges never hear'd of. 

I KNOW this fcience is too diffi- 
cult to be perfedly acquired but by 
long habit and mature reflexion. I 
know it is not to be expected from a 
flight furvey of mankind ; from a hafty 
paflFage thro' the different countries^ 
or a fhort refidcnce in the great towns, 
oi Europe. All this I am not to be 
told ; but it muft be allowed me at 
the fame time, that fo important a 
fl:udy cannot be entered upon too 
ibon, and that the rudiments at leaft 

of 
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of this fcience cannot be laid in to# 
early. 

The proper bufinefs of men, eipc- 
cially thofe of rank and quality, lies 
among men. The firft and laft ob- 
jed: of a Gentleman fhould be an inti- 
mate fhidy and knowledge of his 
ipecies. Say, that fbme chapters of 
Ads great book, the world, are above 
his comprehenfion, and too obicure 
ibr his reading. Yet others are eafier 
and more manageable. Initiate a 
young man betimes in thefe purfuits, 
and his progrefs, as in other things, 
muft be the more fuccefsful. 

Above all, let him be taught to 
give an early attention to the manners 
of men, to obferve their diipofitions, 
to infped and analyze their charaders. 
What a field is here for an intelligent 
young man, aflifted / by the fupcrior 

E 3 lights 
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lights and experience of an able go-* 
vernor ! And what a harveft of true 
knowledge and learning mufl he ga- 
ther and bring home with hipij froni 
the numbcrlefs varied fcenes he has 
paflcd thro* in his voyages 1 With 
what luftre muft fuch a perfon appear 
in the court or fcnate of his OvWa 
country ! How fecure againft the at- 
tempts of artifice and deiignl the 
plots of iftfidipu? enemies, or the p^c^ 
tences of falfe friends ! how apt foj? 
^he bufin^fs of life, and for bearing 
his part in pi^blic 4^ates asud CQn^ 
fultations ! 

MR. LOCKE^ 

Your Lordfhip declaims fo hand^ 
fomely on this them,e, that I am fome-r 
thing loth to fpoil your panegyric b^ 
afking a plain queftion, ** How thi« 
ff knowledge of the public affairs of 

^' his 



1 



1 
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** his own country is to be come at by 
'* our foreign traveller ?" 



LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

As if the objefts of that knowledge 
were not every where much the fame ! 
Bigotry or Fanaticifm in religion, 
ieliifli or fadious intrigues in govern- 
ment, negledted or ill-improved agri^ 
culture or commence, infblence and 
want of difciplirie in fleets and armies, 
a bad-conftituted police, venal ma- 
giftracies, and a corrupt adminiftra- 
tion ; Are not thefe the principal 
mifchiefs to be guarded againfl by 
our young citizen, or perhaps fenator ? 
And where is the country, which does 
not afford opportunities of laying in 
ufeful lelTons on all thefe fubjeds ? 

To fay the leafl, a little home- 
praftice will go a great way when en-. 

E 4 tiered 
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torcd upon with £b true a preparatloni 
of general knowledge* On the other 
hand, it hardly needs to be obferved, 
the difadvantage, with which our 
young Iflander muft come into, this 
fcene : a novice to the affairs of the 
world 5 a ftranger to men and cha-f 
rafters 5 and who has never perhaps 
ftretched his obfervation beyond the 
narrow circle of his companions, or 
even his owp fapiily? 

My panegyric, as you call this plaiQ 
feprefentation of fadts apd things^ 
would never hav6 an end, if I were to 
take to myfelf all the advantages, 
which this topic of an early know- 
ledge pf the world in a young travclr- 
ler, affords t^ie. Put I leave the reft 
to be fupplied out of thefe hints; 
and pafs on to other confider^jtions, 
which feem 9f moment to the credit 
jnd reputation pf pur country, and to 

the 
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the accompliibment, at leaft, of our 
ingenuous youth ; however they may 
r^nk in the eftimation of fome^ who 
in modern times have afiumed to 
themfelves the name and office of 
|)hilofophers« 

You, who have fb much a nobler 
way of thinking, than thefe noininal 
fages, will allow me, I hope, to, lay 
fome ftrefs on the liberal arts 5 
which adorn and embellifh human 
life ; ?uid, where they prevail to fome 
degree of perfedlion, are among the 
fureft marks of the civility and polite- 
xiefs of any people. 

It is notorious enough how back^ 
ward we have' been, and fUU are, in 
all thefe elegant afid mufe-like appli-> 
cations. There is Kttle or nothirjg in 
the way of piSfure, fculpture^ and thp 
^ts oide/ign ^ongiis^ that can ftand 
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the teft of a knowing and judicious 
eye. It is but of late we have begun 
to form to ourfelves any thing like ajti 
ear id harnjony and the proportions of 
juftmufick. And whatever magifte- 
rial airs our fafliionable workmen in 
the dramatic and poetical kinds may 
give themfelves in their prologues i|nd 
prefaces, it is no fecret to fuch as have 
looked into the antient mailers^ or 
have made a^ accjuaiiatajjice with tjtwit 
ilyle and manner of the politer mo-, 
dern^ th^t we are hi from ppfleffing 
a right tafte in thefe thiiig$f and ^at 
the Mufes have hitherto fhewn them- 
felves but little indul|jent to us. 

T?t3E courtffcip, we have paid to 
^em, has been pr^fiing and ardent^ if 
you will ; but this circumftance^ tho' 
it may do nxi^ich^ 9%y i& thought to do 
ev^ry thing in other amours^ iieems 
l^ot to have ibcceeded with thefe coy 

- ^ Ladies. 
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I^^dj^s. PaiTioa a^d affduity are not 
the only things^ ; fomewhat of anr ad-^ 
drof^ and management i& looked for in 
^r advances. Wherever th^e defe^ 
lxe5, and \yhatpver be the cure for it, 
cert^n it is, there is much of the 
gothic manner in the performances of 
pur beft artifts : there is neither chaft- 
n^is pf defigp, |¥)r elegance of hand, 
in ouf . manual G|)era,ti,ons : nothing 
iik^ corre^nei$ of thought^ fimplicity 
ftf ftyle, or the grace of numbers, in 
puj^ literate production;* 

'Tis true, th^ ftre^gth and vigour 
p^ pur geniijis has bc^n ^xwjted in 
otlier things^ , We h^ave b?on, fclli* 
«ltQt)i$ to procure a ji^ t^ 1^ pdlicy 
gnd goyernme^t, and have at kngt^i 
^V^rceeiied in l^is. firfl; and highefjk 
e^ulatioQ. It may aovi; be proper to 
^l^ly the li^ei;ty, we hav? fo hjappily 
gajiA^, to other improvements^ There 
' is 
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V 

is fomething, Ihave ever obfcrvcdj con- 
genial to the liberal arts in the reign-^ 
ing fpirit of a free people. It muft 
then be our own faulty if our progrefs 
in every elegant purfuit do not keep 
pace with our excellent conftitution. 

But the likeliefl way to quicken 
the growth of thefe ftudies^ is to turn 
our attention from the bad models of 
our own country^ and enter into a free 
commerce and generous ' ftrugglci as 
it were, with our more advanced 
neighbours. And it is here again> as 
in the manners and arts of life, the 
feeds of good tafte cannot be com- 
mitted to the mind too fbon. It were 
then to be Wiihed, that our young 
men had right imprefHons of art ih 
their tender years j and that, forming 
tfieir relifli among the ableft profi- 
cients in £«r^/^, they might after^ 

wards 
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wards commjanicate; their improve- 
ments to their own country. 

I^HUS, it might be hoped^ in fonie 
convenient time we fhould have ibme« 
thing of our own to oppofe to the 
wit; learnings and elegance of France j 
and that, in the mechanic execution 
of the fine -arts, we ihould come at 
length to vye with the Italian mafters* 

Nor think, that fuch an emulation 
a^s this would be without it's ufe, even 
in a moral and political view. Beauty 
and Virtue are nearer of kin, than 
every one is perhaps aware of : And 
the mind that is taken with the charm 
of what is true and becoming in the 
reprefentation of fenfible things, can- 
not be inattentive to thofe qualities in 
the higher fpecies and moral forms* 
It i$ thither indeed the virtuoib paffion 

naturally 
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naturally tends ; and there, it finally 
refts. 

^idvi^ikvu atque dec ENS euro et rago^ et 
cmnis in bocfum. 

But I fee what ydu think of this 
language. Let the add then, thfct 
Policy, as well as j^ilofophy, is on 
the fide of thefe ftqdies. Who can 
doubt their virtue in foftening and re- 
fining the manners of a people ? Or, 
to take policy in it's vulj^ar fenfe, where 
would be the hurt, if Br/fi/m were the 
feat of Arts and Letters, as well as of 
trade and liberty ? Then might we be 
travelled to, in our turn, as our neigh- 
bours are at prefent : and our coun- 
try, amidft it's other acquifitions, be 
alfb enriched (I ufe the word in it^s 
proper, not metaphbricalTenfe) With 

a liew fpecies of commerce. 

' ' > .• 

Not 
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Not to infift, that the afcehflant 
which one nation takes over another 
in all public concerns, is Very much 
owing to this pre-eminence of tafte 
and politenefsy to it's acknowleidged 
fuperiority, 1 may' fay, in the Jiterate 
and virtuofo character : Of which 
France is an inftance in ouf days ; as 
Itajly is well known tohave been in 
the dayis of our forefathers. 

* . . . • # 

: , Ani>, if therd be ufe and value in 
fuch things, how (hall our ingeiluous 
youth be tindured with a right ienfe 
©f them, bujt by early and well-coii- 
dufted travel \ For^ what difcipl^n^ 
whjat exaropiesi wh^t encoura^^inents 
Ixaye we at lxoj»e? What acacfemioa 
for the genteel ej^ercifes ? what con- 
ferences for the? improvement pf art 
or language ? what ibcieties for the 
cuUivation of the liberal charader ? 



»w '*» JL 
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The contemplation of thefe dtfc&a 
carries me ftill further ; to the fource 
and fountain of them all, which I 
make no fcruple to lay open to you. 

Time was. Sir, when Philofophy 
herfelf could appear with grace even 
in courts, when the great and noble. 
Hay and princes themfelves were not 
afhamed to be of her train, but fre* 
quented her ftudiousi fchools and 
walks, and were even ambitious of her 
company in their hoUrs of lehfure and 
recreation. 

See now to what unpradifed cells 
and ignoble fbcieties (he is degraded 1 
her graceful form faded and Shrunk ; 
Her ingenuous iprightly air deadened 
into I know not what |;lodm and au-> 
fterity of the cloyfter« . 

Yotr 
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You, who have done more than 
any other, to retrieve hec credit and 
bring her back to the Mrorld, can beft 
tell her prefent degenerate condition. 
You know where iflie lies, unap« 
proached by her former fuitors ; her 
iiberdi manner foured into difdain and 
hate; her perfuafive voice, which 
(poke the language of the Gods» 
broken into untuned numbers and dif- 
cordaht harfhnefs ; and her very fenfe 
corrupted into empty fophifms and un- * 
intelligible jargon. The Graces, thofe 
companiQns of her better days, are all 
fled :. And in their room, a riotous 
band of fauns and fatyrs dance around 
hj?r. Yet flill Ihe aflumes a fort of 
mock-fovereignty ; and, under the 
jiew name of Genius of the Schools^ 
prelidcs, in fullen majefty, over her 
numerous, fervile, awe-ftruck vota-^ 
ries. 

F In 
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; Ik Coma fach way as this, weCe I 
at liberty to purfue the figured fpeech, 
and to adopt the higher tone of the 
antient mafters, would I prefume to 
feprefent the prcfent ftate of Erudi- 
tion, as we fee it managdl in certain 
fublime feats and authorized nurferiel 
amongft us. 

And would you invite our liberal 
and noble youth to refort thither^ 
Could you exped that their free ^iritd 
would ftoop to be lectured by bearded 
boys^ or that their minds could ever 
be formed and tutored by fuch pedants 
in a way that fits them for the real 
practice of the world and of mankind ? 

Have we not long enough fub- 
mitted to the inconveniences of this 
monkiih education ? Look on the ge- 
nerality of thofe perfons who have 
had their breeding in thofe feminaries. 

What 
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What principles in morals, in govern- 
ment, in religion have fprouted thence ! 
What dilppfitions have we known 
corrupted by their difcipline! what 
underftandings perverted by their 
fervile and falfe fyftems ? Has truth, 
or liberty, or reafon fair play from 
that quarter ? Nay, has not truth an4 
liberty and reafon, tho' fpeaking by 
ONE of their own fons, been calum- 
niated and rejedled ? In a word, havG 
they not always fet themfelvcs to ob- 
ftru(9: the progrefs of true knowledge, 
and the caufe of freedom ? 

If fuch then be the ftate of our own 
feats of literature and education, what 
more needs be alledged in the behalf 
of Foreign Travel ; which is the 
only means left to remedy thefe mif- 
chiefs,' or at leaft to palliate and cor^ 
reft them ? 

Fa DIA- 
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ROBERT MOXESWORTH, ESQ.. 

HE R E I concluded my defence: 
When Mr.LocKE^ perceiving, 
by the attention we all paid to him, 
that we were now prepared to receive 
his anfwer; raifed hitn^lf in his chair^ 
and, with a firmer tone and look than 
I expeded, addreiTed himfelf to me ia 
the following manner* 

MR. LOCK£« 

Were the fubjeft before us a mat^ 
ter of indifference or curiofity, fucK 
93 idle men are nfed to difcourfe of, I 

F 4 could 
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could allow your Lordfliip to purfue 
it in this way of raillery and decla- 
mation. But, if ever there ws^ a 
queftion, that deferved the examin- 
^ation of d philofopher, properly fo 
called, it is, furely, this of Educa- 
tion ; And, among the various parts 
of itj none is more ftridly to be in- 
quired into, as none is, perhaps, fo 
big with important confequences, as 
that which comes recbmmended to 
,as under the fpecious name of Fo- 
jt£iGN Travel. 

I c o u L D not, therefore, but wonder 
to hear your Lordfliip enlarge fo 
much, and folong, on I know not 
what varnifli of manners and good 
breeding ; of the knowledge of men 
and the world; of arts, languages, 
a^d otixer trappings and fl^evvy :ap- 
pendages of education: Juft zsiizvf. 
grchitcift fhouW entertain you v»dth a 

difcourfc 



(n 
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difcourfe on Feftcons, and JFoliage, 
QV the iiniihing pf his Freeze an4 
Capitals^ when you expected him to 
iqftruA you in what way: to ercft a 
folid edifice po firm walls and durable 
foundatioDjS. 

r 

Wyi^at 4 reafbnable man wants to 

.^powy ij5. The proper method of 

building up men : whereas your Lord-* 

(hip feems follicitous for little more 

th^n tricjcing ouf a fet of fine Gtntle-- 

men. It f^emedy indeed^ as if your 

Lordfhip had calculated your defence 

q{ travelling for a knot of Virtuofi, 

or a (till morefa(hipna|^lecircle (where^ 

doubtlefs, it would pafs with much 

eafe and without contradiction) ; and 

had^ fome how^ forgotten that yoqr 

hewers are all plain men ; one of 

thenit an old dne^ and he too» as 

your Lordfhip Ipves tQ qualify him> ^ 

Philpfopher. 

Te 
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To fpeak my mitid frankly, my 
Lord> your defence of foreign travel, 
fts lively and plaufible as it Teemed, 
has no folid bafis to reft upon. You 
ttil U6 of many d^efts in the breed- 
ing of our Englifli youth> and you 
would willingly redrefs them : But in 
what way this is bed: done, can never 
be known from vague and general de- 
clamalion. 



make this iiiquiiy to pufpofe, 
ibme certain principles muft be laid 
down } fortie fcheme of life and man- 
ners mufi be forifted; fome idea d: 
model tif the charader, you would 
impririt on young riiindsj muft be de- 
fcribed I to which Vrt may conft^ntly 
tefer, as v»ne go along ; and by which, 
as a rtile> we may eftlmale the fitnefs 
and propriety of that fort of breeding, 
you woyild r^cochmend to us. 

Since 
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Since your Lordihip then 'Will 
needs have me dictate to you on the. 
fobjed of Education^ I muft have 
leave to do it another way, and afr 
ter a more folemn manner, than you 
perhaps exped in this freedom of 
converfation. 

s 

I BEGIN with this certain Princi* 
ple» That the bufinefs of Education is 
to form the Und{:rstanding» and 
regulate ihc Heart. If man be « 
coihpound of Reafon and Pa0ionj» 
the only proper diicipline of his na« 
ture is that which accomplitjbes thefe 
two purpofes. 

So far we are, doubdefs, agreed., 
Biit the fttbjed: requires a more parti« 
cular application of this principle. 

You have laboured with much 

plauiibility to perfuade us. That the 

I only 
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oblyYeafonable education is diat which 
prepares anjd fits a man for the com- 
merce of the world : And I readily 
admit the notion, provided we firft 
^ec about the meaning of this big 
word, the World. X^^^ Lordfhip, 
it may be, in your fublime view of 
things, is projecting to make of your 
Piipil, what is called, in the wideft 
fenfe of the terms, a Citizm of the 
world. A great and av^ul charad:er, 
my Lord ! But let us advance by ji^ft 
decrees. 

First, if you plea&, let us pro- 
vide that he be a worthy citizen of 
England I and, by your favour, let me 
ennoble this fmall Ifland of our's, 
with the pompous appellation of the 
world. It is that world, at kaft, in 
which our adventurer is to play his 
part } and for the commerce of which 

it 
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St concerns him moil immediately to 

" * » 

beprepared# 

. Now, as your Lordfhip^s chief car« 
i$ direifted, very reafonably, towards 
it's chief fubjedsi I mean the meii 
of rank and fortune; whofe ample 
property and noble birth give their 
country the greateft concejn in their 
education. Let me afk in what manner 
they are likely to qualify themHyes 
beft for the important parts, they are 
to ^a in it? , 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Certainly, by acquiring that 
knowledge and thofe accomplifh- 
ments, that are moft proper for the 
difcharge of them. 

MR. LOCKE. 

Undoubtedly, my Lord: There 
cannot be two anfwers to fo plain a 

queftion. 
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queftion. AiS that education isv ii 
general, the befl:, which fbians tbe 
/m;;, in the befl manner; fq, in this 
confined view, that education* muft be 
thought the bcft, which forms the 
Engli/hmaHf in the beft manner. 



To proceed then on this reaibnabfo 
ccmceflion* 

An English citizen or, if jrou will^ 
Senator (fi^r this is the Aation to which 
our greater citizens do, and our bcft 
fhould afpire) can never acquit him- 
felf of the duties he owesrhis country, 
under this character, but by furoiih- 
ing himfelf with all tho£b quaUties of 
the bead and heartr which his fu|»enQr 
rank and pf etehfions demand. 

This laji chapter is ^n important 
one, and .would be very long, if juitice 
were done to it. But a fummary of 

the 
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the main articles; of whkh -it comfij^^ 
tn^ be given in few words, 

, I.REQjpiRE then in our yqung 
afpiram to the nanae an4 honours of 
an Cnglifli Senato^rj, That his mind 
be early and thoroughly feafoned with 
the principles of virtue and religion : 
That he be trained,., by ^ ftri^ difc> 
pline, to the command of his ten^p^er 
and paflions; in one word, that he be 
inured to habits of felf-government : 
That his ambition be awakened* or 
rather direfted, to it's right o'bjedt, 
ih^ public good I and, to that end, that 
his foulj be $red with the love of excel- 
lence and truehonpur :, Above alUThat 
he have a reverence for the legal coorr 
ftitii^tion of his country, and a fervent 
affection for the great community, 
to which he belongs. 

^ Your Lordihip has a due lef^eft 
for thefe virtuous qualities df the 

Heart, 



80 ON THE l/SES OF 

Heart, which will give this coitfi^ 
deration it's full weight with you; 
* But were they of no more account, 
thah mahy inftitutors bf youth feem 
diipofed to i'eckdn them, fiili ther^ 
are other qualities, thofe of the Head, 
in every man's account effentially rie- 
qiiifite to the difchai^gc of thofe of- 
fices, which our gt'eater citii^ens ar& 
deftined td fuftain. 

1 REciyiRE therefore, m the next 
|)Iace, that bur yoiihg Senator have it 
Iready arid familiar ufe, at leaft, of th6 
Latin tbngiie : (youi: Lordfliip, I 
know, will add, and of the Greek : 
but in this I ain hot fo peremptory ;) 
That he be competently inftrudcd in 
the elements of fcience, as well aS 
what are called polite Letters : That, 
efpecially. He be well grounded m 
Ae principles of mor^s, public 
and •priyitc : That he have made % 
/ thorough 
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thorough ac(|uaiiitance with the hiftory 
of his own country^ and with it's Con^ 
ititutiofiy Civil and Ecclefiailical : 
That he have a general iniight into 
the hiftory of the world, antient and 
modern ; Above all, that he have a 
well-exercifed underftanding, I mean 
that he be taught to reaibn clearly^ 
and confequentially upon any fubjed : 
And, further, to put all thefe abilities 
to uie, that be have a ready command 
of his own language, and the power 
of expreiling himfelf, whether in 
writing or fpeaking, with eafe and 
perfpicuity, at lead, if not with ele* 
gance. 

Other ornamental qualities I omit 
for the prefent, which will almoft 
come of themielves, if his education 
be rightly condud:ed ; or may be ac« 
quired with little pains, and in the 
way of diverfion only. But thefe 

G folid 
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folid accomplifhments I hold .it ne- 
ceflary for our youth of quality to pof- 
fefs, by the time in which they ufually 
pafs out of the hands of their Tutors 
and Governors, I mean the age of 
twenty one. 

Am I unreafonable in thefe de- 
mands ? or can any thing lefs be 
difpenfed with in a Gentleman who, 
by eftablifhed cuftom, is to enter into 
the world, at thofe years, and to bear 
a part in the public bufinefs and le- 
giflature of his country ? 

LORD SHAFTESBURY, 

. Without doubt, thefe accom- 
pliftiments are no more than may be 
reafonably required in our young Gen- 
tleman, or Senator. But how they 
are to be come at in our vulgar way of 
Education^ I do not eafily apprehend. 

MR. 
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MR. LOCKE. 

Of that, in due time.' At prefent 
you accept this as a reafonable idea 
or iketch of an Englifh Gentleman's 
character 3 fuch as the courfe of his 
education ought to imprint upon him : 
And I fhall now fhew you very clearly 
that it is not pofiible to be attained in 
the Vay oi foreign Travel. 

CoNsiDERj^iT^ of all, the unavoid- 
able v^ASTE OF Time; of that time 
which is fo precious in every view ; 
not only as being the moft proper for 
making the acquifitions, I ipeak of; 
but as being the (miy period of his 
life, which he will b& at liberty to em- 
ploy in that manner. 

. Early youth is flexible and do- 
cile : apt to. take the impreflions of 
virtue, and ready to admit the princi- 

G 2 pics 
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pics of knowledge. The faculties of 
the mind are then vigorous and alert : 
the concepton quicks and the me- 
mory retentive. The humble dnid-^ 
gery of acquiring the elements of li- 
terature and fcience is to young minds^ 
an eafy and a flattering employment. 
A fubmiflive reverence for their 
teachers difpoies them to proce^ 
without reluctance in any path that ia 
prefcribed to them ; and a (pringing 
emulation^ joined to a confciou^ fenfe 
pf gradu?il improveoienty gives force 
and conftan.cy to their piirfuits. The 
obje6ts of their application feem im« 
portant ; not. only from the authority 
of thofe who have the dire^aion of 
their ftudies, but chiefly porhaps from, 
a confufed fenfe of their value^ orach 
above what they would entertain* 
we^e they able to form a true' and 
diilin£t judgment of them. 

This, 
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This, then, is the feafbn for lay- 
ing the foundations of knowledge and 
ability of every kind ; and if you let 
it flip^ without applying it carefully 
to tho(e purpofes, you will in vairt 
lament the omifTion in riper years, 
when the cares or amufements of life 
afford little leifure for fuch purfuits, 
and lefs inclination. 

There naay have been fbme few 
exahiples of thofe, whofe fuperior in- 
duftry in advanced age has attoned 
for thd defeds of their education. 
But in general the Man depends en- 
tirely on the Boy } and he is all hi^ 
Kfe long, what the impreflions, he re- 
treived in his early years, have mad6 
iiim. If therefore any confiderable 
part of this precious feafon be njoajled 
in foreign travel, I mean if it be actu- 
ally mt employed m the puffuits pro- 
per to it, tbis circumftance muft needs 

G3 be 
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be confidcrcd as an objeftion of great 
weight to that fort of Education, 

Your Lordfhip may confider, next, 
the DISSIPATION OF MIND attend- 
ing on this itinerant education ; while 
the fcene is conftantly changing ; and 
new objefts perpetually fpringing up 
before him, to foUicit the admiration 
of our young Traveller. 

One of the greateft fecrcts in edu- 
cation is to fix the attention of youth : 
a painful operation ! which requires 
long ufe and a fteady unremitting dif- 
cipline ; the very reverfe of that 
roving, defultory habit, which is ittr 
feparable from the* fort of life jrou 
would recommend. The ypung mind 
is naturally impatient of conftraint : 
It hates to be confined for any time in 
the fame track; and is flying out, at 
every turn, from the proper fubjeft of 
\ ^ it's 
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ft 

it's meditation. Inftead of counter- 
ading this native infirmity, you in- 
dulge and flatter it ; till, by degrees, 
the mind lofes it's tone and vigour, 
and is utterly incapable of paying a 
due attention to any thing. 



I INSIST the more on this confi- 
deration, becaufe in acquiring the ele«- 
ments of learning it is of great imr 
portance that the learner proceed uni- 
formly in the courfe, on which he 
has ente;red. It may now and then 
be the privilege of a Genius tp ^ize 
the principles of knowledge at once, 
and to grow wife, as we may fay, by 
Intuition. But the common fort of 
minds are of another make. It is by 
flow fteps only that they arrive at 
knowledge ; and if you flop or divert 
their progrefs, their labour is all 
thrown ^way^ or yields at beft a fhal- 

G 4 low. 
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I0W9 fuperficial^ and iU-digeftcd learn*-* 
ing. 

But were no account to be had of 
the lofs of time, or of thh dilated 
turn of mind, which is ftill more per-* 
nicious, ftill I fhould obje£i: to this 
trayelled Education on account of the 
very Objeds to which our Traveller** 
Afflkatiojn is dire<^ed« 

« 

Instead of thofc neceffaiy and 
fundamental parts of knowledge, 
whith I require him to have kid m, 
his attention, fb much of it as can be 
fpared for any thing that looks Kke 
information, is w&fted on thing* eiA^w 
frivolous or unimportant* 

His ^rft bufil^e^ is to isiake him- 
-fclf pcrfe^k in the forms of Breeding, 
'Svhich he finds in nfe amon^ thofe he 

r Jive? 
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live$ with, or perhaps in their forms 
of Drefsy only. 

His next concern, is to acquire a 
readinefs in the languages of Europe i 
otf . to (horten .his labour as much 
as poffible, at leaft in the French 
language. The pretence is. That he 
may fit himfelf for converfation with 
his foreign acquaintance : which takes 
up much time to little purpofe^ as 
the afe ceafes, in a good degree, with 
his return iKHne 3 ^d. That he may 
fuaHfy himfelf for perufing their heft 
booJei : which takes him off from the 
ftudy of thofe, which are ftiU hfAitT% 
In the learned languages, and perhaps 
inhi«OWpi. . 

tontion, it is perhaps a Utde yirtuo^ 
iJok^ He inquires after fine pidures^ 
^.ftalQMf fiac hai|diBg4. He v^cs 

the 
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the (hops of artificers ; gets admiffion 
to libraries, cabinets of medals, and re- 
pofitories of curiofities ; and, for fome 
relaxation from thefe arduous toils, is 
frequent at Churches, Theatrics, and 
^Courts of Judicature, and flares at 
procef!ions, ceremonies, and other fb- 
lemn fhews. 

• And, now, when thefe three points 
have been duly attended to, I leave 
your Lordfhip to guefs what leifure 
he is likely to have for accomplifhing 
himfelf in thofe other ftudics, which 
you allow me to fuppofe are of much' 
greater importance. ' 

r 

In one word, my Lord,- if he ac- 
quires any knowledge, it is only, or 
chiefly, of fuch things as he may very 
well do without, or, at befl, are of an 
inferior and fubordinate confideration : 
While the branches pf learning, he 

mufl 
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muft negledt for thefe, are of the moft 
cOnflant ufe and necefTity to him in 
the commerce of his whole life. 

Till then your Lordfhip can find 
a way to reconcile thefe diflFerent pur- 
fuits, I muft be of opinion that the 
boaftcd way of Travel is the worft 
that can be contrived for the proper 
inftruaion of our yonn^ countrymen. 



» t 



LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Without dpubt^ if thefe lefs im-- 
•portant points enigrofs all their atten* 
i;ion. .But can there be a diifficultjr in 
carrying on the two defigns tc^ether ? 
•cfpecialiy, if a good and attentive Tu- 
tot b^ at hand to diredt his Pupir$ 
purfuit and quicken his application ? 

MR. LOCKE. 

Your Lordfliip, like the friends 
and parents of a young Traveller, is 

for 



92 ON THE USES OF 

for exa<fting wonders »t the hands of 
this important Perfbnage* a Tutor. 
But the truth is, fo many, and fo dif- 
ferent things cannot be well learned, 
€v*n with the advantage of the t>eft 
parts, tinder the very beft diredion. 

Besides, your Lordfliip forgets 
that what we now inquire into, is. 
Whether the generality of our Eng- 
li(h youth of quality (hould be edu- 
cated in this form ; not, whether two 
4>r th^ youatg men, of the mdk un* 
coBmnaci genius and application, toAy 
cot poffibly fiKrbeed in k« I deomnd 
aft education,, which may ordinarity 
produce ufcful arid^ able men : your 
Xbrdfliip is providing only for, what 
C6m^ of i^f^f* d Prddigy. 

And now, my Lord, with this pre- 
paratioQ, I think myfel^ enabled t0re^ 
ply diiHnftiy to th(» ieveral argianlents 

, you 
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you allcdgcd for tlie ^pediency c£ 
foreign travel. It is very clear, that 
the moft folid advantages are loil: by 
it. But perhaps we {hall find a re^ 
compence for this lofs in the fhewy 
and ornamental accomplifiimentSt 
which Travel promifes ; and which 
your |L»ord(hip fuppofes the world 
will readily, and with reafon; accept, 
inilead of them. 

Thbse accomplishments are fum« 
med up in the ben^ts of an enlarged 
£x:iety and converfation ; whichj^ a* 
gain, branch out into many head? % 
and^ under different names, funit(hcd» 
I think, iScyt fubAance, as well as go* 
vemed the method, oX. your vindi« 
cation. 

This was the polite and popular 
tiheme, which you chofe to drefs out 
in all the c&lours^ of your eloq&tncew 

To 
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To make way for thcfe, and to lay 
them on with more cfFed:, your Lord- 
(hip was pleafed to tell us a very me- 
lancholy ftory. England, it feems^ 
is over-run with barbarifm and igno- 
rance ; it's inhabitants are rude and 
uncivilized ; and nothing can be learnt 
among them, which is fit to appear in 
good company. 

If this had been faid of our fore- 
fathers in Cesar's time^ or even in 
good King Edgar's^ when the land, 
they fay, was over-run with wolves 
(by which, I fuppofe, the monkifli 
mythplogy means men, as favage) I 
could have found but little, it may be, 
to oppofe to the accufation. But at 
diis time of day, when Arts and Let-, 
ters have at leaf): made fome progrefs 
among us ; when Commerce has ex- 
tended our acquaintance with the 
rudefl parts of the globe, and Policy 

flrengthen'd 
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ftrehgthen'd our connexions with the 
moft civilized ; when our country is 
filled with large flouriftiing towns, 
and even prides itfelf in a vaft, opu- 
lenty and fplendid metropolis ; I could 
not but think the charge was a little^ 
aggravated, or that your Lordfhip had 
forgotten to fpeak of England^ as it 
now fubfifls, in the clofe of the feven- 
teenth century. It feemed to me as i^ 
the Englifb might now, at leaft, dc- 
ferve to be confider'd as Men ^ and 
that in our courts and camps, if not 
in our colleges, we i^ight ibuid a 
chance of finding what your Lordfhip 
would not difdain to qualify with the 
name of Gentlemen. 

But the other reprefentation * was 
more favorable to your Lordihip's 
cauie : And out of that reprefentation 
arofe the feveral Barbarities, with 
which you thought fit ttf'mortify and 
alarm us. . The 
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The fiiil: fire of your zeal is fpcnt 
on that fwarm of Prejudices^ with 
which our Englifh, or at leaft Pro* 
viocial, youth are comiiMnly over-run. 

PitEju0iC£Sfl my Lordj ia an equi* 
vocal term i and may as well mean 
right opinions taken upon truft, and 
deeply rooted in the mind, as falfe and 
^bfurd opinions, ib derived and growrr. 
into it. 

. The fornur of thcfc will do na 
hurt ^ on the contrary, perhaps, the 
very beft part of Education is em- 
ployed in the culture of them* 

But admit, they are of the latter 
fart: ftill they nay be only die ex- 
^e&t of right prineipka and notions, 
j^nd in that cafe^ I (hould doiibt wbe^ 
tk0r the evil be of confequence ^oogh 
|o4eferveyo«riiKligiiatian. Perhaps, 
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no man has enough of certain virtues, 
that does not carry them fomething 
too far. The juft degree, the prccife 
inein, is a nice point to hit. The 
condition of our concimon nature is 
fuch, that we either ovcrfhoot the 
mark> or fall fliort of it ; and your 
Lordfhip eafily apprehends which is 
the more convenient as well as more 
generous part, in this moral archery. 

Besides, reflexion and experience 
will come in, foon enough to moderate 
thefe excefles. So that, for my part, 
though our young Patriot fliouM hap- 
pen to entertain the extravagant con* 
ceit, you diverted yourfelf with, of 
the foil and climate of Old England, I 
fhould take that for no great objedion 
to his home-breeding, and fhould pof- 
fibly not be over-forward to difabufe 
him of fuch honefl errors. 

H Surely, 



\ 
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Surely^ my Lord, there are cer- 
tain ajfociations of Ideas which, how- 
ever oddly formed, your Lordfhip 
would be fbmethmg loth to undo. 

To take your own inftance : What 
if the ideas of Liberty chanced to be 
clofcly conneded with thofe of Old 
England', fo as, by the magic of this 
union, to convert her rude heaths and 
barren mountains into pleafurable 
landikips ; Would you be forward, if 
you had it in your power^ to diflblve 
this charm, and, by fetting thofe ob* 
jefts in their true and proper light, 
difenchant the mind, at the fame 
time, from the idea, or warm love at 
leaft, of Englifti liberty ? 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

YotJ know well, I perceive, ho^^ 
to chufe your inftances. The force 
of this, you fuppofe^ will hardly be 

loft 
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loft on him j who profeflcs himfelf an 
adorer of that Liberty. But, under 
favour, I fee no fuch inconvenience, 
as you fuggefti in putting afundcf two 
things whicK truth ^nd nature had no 
hand in bringing together • Liberty 
has charms enough to attach the mind, 
wherever the place of her abode be ; 
and I have never hear'd that the love- 
linefs of her form is impaired, or even 
difgraced, by the homelinefs of her 
habitation* 

Mr* LOCKEi 

It may be fo ; and the feafon, fto 
doubti as in mere mortal loves^ is^ 
That her habitation is rarely thought, 
homely. But convince us that our 
country is hardly worth contending 
i(br, and, as lovely as the Goddefs Li^ 
berty may appear to enamtour'd eyesy 
the generality of us fhall be the iboner 
tempted to give place to it*s invaders. 

H 2 Bur, 
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But, after all, an illuftration mufl 

r 

not be queftioned at this rate. It 
is enough, that your Lordfliip fees 
I am hot for difcarding Principles, 
under the opprobrious name of Pre- 
judices. The tender minds of youth 
are to be treated with indulgence. 
If they put forth too faft, and too 
luxuriantly, let the ordinary me- 
thods of culture be applied to thenar 
A little drefling and pruning, at fit 
feafons, may do more good, than 
^ran/planting : a fatal experiment, in 
many cafes ; which, in checking the 
immoderate vigour of it's growth, kills 
the treej or, at beft, brings on a lan- 
guishing and dwar^ imbcicillity. 

• 

* « 

If, indeed, by Prejudices you mcfta 
vicious principles^ properly fo called; 
that is^ vicious in themielves^ as well 
a^ in the degree .: thefe, it is certain,, 
mud be rooted up, and the &oncr> 
5 the 
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the better : but then there is no need 
of crofjing the feas for the benefit of 
fuch an operation. 

For the proper cure of fuch pre- 
judices^ as I take it, is to be made hy ^ 
the application of thofe truths that are 
comnK>n to all climes ; not by the par- 
tial manners or opinions which arife 
out of them in this or that more po- 
lifhed fociety. 

BtJT your Lordftiip, I obferved, as 
^o' you had taken up this charge of 
Prejudices purely to introduce the 
fatire on Old England, was content to 
drop it, as foon as it had ferved your 
turn. You exchanged it, however, 
for another of more importance, the 

LOW, SORDID, AND IMMORAL HA- 
BITS ; which ftrike into the lives and 
manners of our youth, and are, as you 

H 3 con- 
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conceive^ epidemical and incurable in 

this Ifland. 

» 

It may be true, that too much of 
the complaint is well foundisd. The 
tafte of our provincial gentry may be 
fomething coarfe ; and their houfes, 
none qf the b^ft fchopls of civility and 
politencfs : So that low and cveji in!'- 
moral habits may be, and, I doubt, 
too often are the fruit of an ordinary 
domeftic education. But then what 
reixifdy' does yoqr I^prdfliip preffpribe 
for the renioval of them ? Why, you 
fend them abroad wi^h all their ini- 
perfe<a;ion$ upon their h?ads ; to gi^t 
fid of thc^r ba^ habits, as they carj, 
and to pick up better, as they will : 
Qr, do you perhaps imagine that the 
(11 qualities, they take out with them, 
will drop off, of themfelves? and 
that the good onfes, they ftand in ne(jd 
-pf^ like new leaves in the fpring, will 

imme- 



I r . 
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immediately put forth and take their 
plaqes ? 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

I DO but imagine, that bad habits 
are only to be expelled by better ; and 
that therefore the readieft way for our 
countrymen 1;o get quit of their ill 
manners, is ^o force them into good 
company. And, with your leave, I 
fee nothing very abfur^ or unreafpn- 
able in this imagination. 

MR. LOCKE. 

Certainly not, in prefcribing 
good habits as a cure for bad ones. 
But your Lordfhip had done well to 
fhew'what there is in a foreign air 
that is fo propitious to good habits, 
as that none but fuch can thrive in it ; 
or, if there be a mixture of good and 
l>ad, as with us, how yqur traveller 

H 4 fhall 
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{hall be fecured againft an ill choice^ 
Otherwife, our young Ipark may pick 
up new habits indeed ; but they may 
only be different from what he took 
from home, not better or more rea* 
ibnable, 

I DOCBT, my Lord, that, when 
fuch rude and untutored boys ffnd 
thcmfelves removed from that re- 
ftraint which the eya of a Parent, tho* 
but little inured to civility himfelf, 
impofed upon them, th^y will rather 
give way to a freer indulgence of their 
own froward humours, than be in any 
difpofition to check and reforiii them. 
What inclination will fuch perfoiiU 
have to benefit by good company ? or 
how indeed will they gain admittance 
into it ? 

lAPPEAtto your own obfervation, 
whether, when this fort of ill-educate4 

/ people 



FOREIGN TRAVEL, 105 

people get abroad^ and fettle for a time 
in fcmc frequented city, their ufual 
way be not to keep at diftance from 
the better company of the place, and 
to £ock together into little knots and 
clubs of their own countrymen, or of 
iuch otheris as are moft refembling in 
tafte and manners to themfelves : 
i«rhcre all their low humours are free- 
ly indulged, and even inflamed by the 
matual fociety and countenance of one 
another. This, your Lordfhip knows, 
is moft frequently the cafe ; while the 
obfequious Tutor is at length more 
likely to be fwayed by the importu- 
nity, and perverted by the ill exam- af 
pie, of his Diiciples, than they are to * 
be reftrained by his advice and au- 
thority. ' 

\ 

But, tho* foreign Travel ihould be 

• indeed a remedy for the mifchiefs, 

Complained of, I ftill queftion whe- 

"- ther 
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ther it would be a proper one. Sup- 
pofe our young gentleman to be of fo 
pliant a make, as to lay afide his ruftic 
and illiberal habits in complaifance to 
the better company, he is obliged to 
live with : Does it immediately fol- 
low, that he will adopt none but what 
are fit for him to aiTume ? and, with 
io raw and undifcerning a judgment 
as he carried out with him, that he 
will have the fkill to feledt only and 
afTume fuch manners as are moft be- 
coming and ornamental ? 

« 

LORD SHAFTESBURV. 

\ 

As if one needs be in any pain, on 
that head ! wheo the habits, I ipoke 
of, are not only different from thofe 
he muft affume abroad, but the very 
r^verfe of them. 
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MR. LOCKE. 

Alas, your Lordfhip is not to be 
told, that the reverfe of wrong is not 
always right. Even in the inftance 
your Lordihip puts, a young jcnan 
may be poliflied indeed out of his rufti- 
city ; yet, if he have no better rvilc to 
go by, than the fafti^on of the place, 
where he lives, he may eafily wear 
Jiimfelf into the contrary defedt, an 
effeminate and unmanly foppery. 
And, for the probability of fuch 
mifcarriage, your Lordfhip is again 
referred to your own experience an4 
pbfervation, 

« 

As to what I take to be the proper 
remedy for thcfe barbarities, that is 
another queflion, which I may after- 
wards find occafion to explain to you 
more at large. For the prefent, I mufl 
take leave to conclude, that, under th? 

circum- 
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circumftanccs here fuppofed. Foreign 
Travel is generally an infufficienty al- 
ways an improper y cure for them. 

Your Lordfhip indeed goes fur- 
ther. You contend, that> if thefe 
fordid and dirty habits could by any 
means be expelled, ftill our Engltfli 
education is fo eilentially bad, that no 
liberal or graceful manners could be 
derived from it. And here your 
Lordflbip's rhetoric expatiates in full 
fecurity. You feem confident that, 
tho' a method might be found out for 
making reaibnable men, yet our home- 
breeding is abfolutely incapable of 
furnifliing fin6 Gentlemen. 

On this occafion it was, that the 
fervile difcipline of our fchools, and 
the pedant tutorage of our colleges, 
afforded ample fcope to your refent- 
ment^ From an over-charged pidiurfc 

oi 
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of both thefe, your Lordfhip finds 
means to dre(s up fuch a; prodigy c^ 
ill manners, as muft be the feom, or 
pity of all good company : which, to 
move our pity, or our fcorn the more, 
your Lordfhip^ I remember^ took care 
to contraft to the eafy, the aflUred, the 
all-fufficient air of a finiihed Traveller. 

To this triumphant part of your 
harangue, I have only to oppofe fbmc 
plaia and iimple trudis* 

The aukward baihfblnef$ of a 
young man is a fin which, I know, 
admits of no expiation^ iii. good com^^ 
pany. However, what good company 
will not pardon, it will foon remove. 
And, till that ble^d time comes, let 
lt;j>y? be confidered that the modefty 
of ingenuoiisf youth, tha* a terrible 
vice in itfelf, is yet^ favoorablc to 
jfonsie virtues, ift is fuU of deference, 

and 
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atid rdpedi it prefervcs inndceilcc> 
nourifhes emulation ; and» till reafon 
be pf age to take the rein into her 
hands^ fufpends and controls all the 
Pailions. Nay, if it did nothing more 
than difpofe a young man to obfcrve 
much and talk little, even this ad-* 
vantage might be fome recompence 
for the ill figure it gives him in the 
eyes of your Lordfliip's good company* 

Have a care, my Lord, left^ by 
taking off this reftraint too foon, you 
emancipate your favoured youth from 
every principle of honour, and let him 
run headlong into wdrthlefsnefs, diflb-- 
lution, and ruin ! 

I KNOW what the world is ready 
to think of this talk* But a trued 
with the world. I am a philofopher^ 
your Lordfhip knows:, nay, your 
Lordihip, too, is o, philofopher. Let 

us 
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ti§ for once then hazard an unfafhion^ 
able truths That modefty in a young 
man is his grace and ornament ; and 
that a confident young booby^ not a 
bafhful one^ is the prodigy that needls 
the Expiation. 

Consider, yi/r/^^r, my Lord^ that 
bafhfulnefs is not (o much the effedt 
bf an ill education, as the proper gift 
and provifion of wife Nature. Every 
ftage of life has it's own fet of man« 
ners, that is fuited to it, and befl be- 
comes it. Each is beautiful in it's 
ieafon ; and you might as well quar-* 
rel with the child's rattle, and ad« 
vance him diredly to the boy's top 
and fpan-farthihg, asr.expe£t from dif<- 
fident youth the 'manly confidence of 
riper age. 



if 



' Lamen.table m the mean time^ 

X am CenlGbU, is the <xmdition x>f iny 

good 



il« ON THE USES OF 

good Lady ; who, efpecially if fhe he 
a mighty well bred one, is perfeftly 
ihocked at the boy's aukwardnefs; and 
calls out on the Taylor, the Dancing- 
mafter, the Player, the travelled Tu- 
tor, any body and every body, to re* 
lieve her from the pain of fo dilgrace- 
ful an objedt. 

She fhould however he told^ if a 
proper feafon and words foft enough 
could be fotind to convey the inlbrma- 
tion. That the odious things which 
difturbs her & mixoks is one of Na^^ 
uue's %natures imprcGjid: oa. that 
age; that, hafhfulnefs is but the piuf- 
f^ from one ieafoa of life- to an^ 
ethers and tAial,caa the body is then 

tHe UolA grsiXxffiiLr vdi^oi tfatediiqfiba J^d^ 
making their lafl efforts, and^ haft^d- 
ing to their juft proportion, fo the 
maBKneflrs are th9 leaft. ea^ aod A^"^ 
«i^aged> whoA. d9i6 mindf coofcipuB 

and 
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jftlid impatient of it'sf imperfedlions, is 
ftretchini^ll it's faculties to their fuH 
growth. 

If I had the honour of her Ladv- 
Ihip^s ear, I might ftrrther add, for 
her comfort, that as to this over- 
whelming modefty, which muffles 
merit, the boy, if file have but pati- 
encei will prefentfy outgrow it, as he 
does his cloaths ; that when this cloak 
of (hame has done it's work of warm- 
ing and' invigorating his young virtue, 
it may fafely be laid afide, or rather 
will drop off of itfelf 5 and that, as 
poor and fheepi{h a thing as mailer 
now is, he may turn out, in the end, 
as forward a fpark as the beil of them; 

LORD SHAFTESBURY* 

Fye, Mr. Locke! What, my phi- 
lofopher give: into this gayety ! He, 

I who 
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who reproached me juft now for the 
way of Raillery and Declamation ! 



MR. LOCKC. 

Youk Lordfhip does well to up- 
braid me for treating in fo light a 
manner what deferves, indeed, the 
.moft indignant reproof. For, what 
is this endeavour to quench ingenu- 
ous fhame, but a blafphemous at- 
tempt to counteraft the defigns of 
providence, and obliterate, by main 
force, one of the moft natural, as well 
as moft precious diftindions of early 
.youth ? Modefty is the blufli of 
budding reafon and virtue : and if 
Art could fucceed in the prepofterous 
project of forcing the fruit without 
the bud, it might be wondered at as a 
Rarity, but could never pretend to 
Ae flavour and ripenefs of that which 
^ is of Nature's producing. 

In 
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. In (hort^ a precipitated^ premature 
manhood would only be> in efFeft^ a 
perpetual Boyifm^ or rather a por- 
tentous mixture of both ftates^ with- 
out the virtues of either. 

r 

I AM far from meaning byall thi$» 
and youc Lordihip will be as far from 
fufpcilihg me to mean, that an eafy 
unconftrained manner is not an amia- 
ble and agreeable thing. I am only 
for waiting the proper time of it's 
appearance; which nature makes a 
little later than our impatient fancies 
ar^ ready to prefcribe to it. 

• « . 

-.:GiD.NSitiER too, this polite ^ccom^- 
plifhment, thisfupreme finifliingof a 
VeJl-formed character, can only be ac- 
quired, except in fome extraordinary 
jnftances, . by long inceiTant ufe and 
habit in converfation ; which, befides 
the uhfitnefs of the thing in other re-, 

I 2 Ipeds^ 
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fpc&^ would difiipate the young mind 
too much, and take it oiF from thofe 
t)tbcr more important purfuits, which 
^rt proper to that age. 

Na Y^ I might further fay, and with 
much truth, that Politenefs, in your 
Lordfliip's, at kaft the CoiirNienfe of 
the word, is not to be attained by the 
ableft men s and when it is attaia^ 
able, would generally do hurt, I mean 
beyond a certsun degree, to it's Pof^^ 
feffors. 

No Very great man was ever what 
the world calls, perfectly polite. Men 
t>f that ftamp cannot afford fttdi at- 
tention to little things, as is npceflary 
to form and complete that charadten 

And even to men of a common 
make, that exceflive fedulity about 
Grace and Manner, which GonMtiiteis 

' the 
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the effence of good breeding, would 
be injurious; as it tends to cramp 
their faculties, effeminate the temper, 
and break that force and vigour of 
mind which is requifite in a man of 
bufinefs for the difcharge of his duty, 
in this free country. 

So that, for any thing I fee, this 
iBxquifite eafe of good breeding fhould 
be left to the ambition of ftill inferior 
fpirit^, of fuch indeed as are confcious 
to themfelves of an incapacity !hr any 
t>ther. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY, 

The conceilion is gracious; and 
the danger, no doubt, alarming, of our 
Senators and men of bufinefs being 
difabled for their high fundions by 
an excefs of good manners. Yet 'tis 
fome confolation, that at prefent I fee 
npfymptoms pf that enfeebling polite^ 

I 3 neft 
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nefs among fuch oif the ornaments of 
either Houfe, as I have the honour to 
be acquainted with. 

MR. LOCKE. 

Your Lordfhip may divert your- 
felf, as you think fit, with an old 
man's fears. But if this mode of 
Travelling* which has taken fo much 
with us fince the Peace [^], fhould 
continue for any time, the day may 
come but too foon, when thefe fancies 
of mine will be realized : When po- 
litenefs fhall be fatal to ability of every 
kind ; , and, at leaft in the higher 
ranks of life, when our countrymen 
fliall be too well bred to be gopd for 
?my thin^. 

And now having ventured fo far, 
(hall I proceed one ftep further, and 
take to myXelf the privilege of an old 

* "*' " [a] Of Ryfwick in idg;, 

ziza man 
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man to exprefs my fenfe of this whole 
matter, a little unfafliionably ? The 
mighty value, that is fet upon man- 
ners, comes, as I have already hinted, 
from a quarter, whofe decifions, tho* 
of fbvereign' authority with a perfoa 
of yoiir Lordfliip's age and gallantry, 
yet arc not apt to be received with 
that implicit reverence by gray heads. 
If you can forgive the liberty, I will 
then, at length, fpeak out and fay. 
They are the Ladies, only, or chiefly 
that have affixed fuch an idea of merit 
to this envied quality of good-breed- 
ing ; and that, as appearances are 
thought to fway full enough with that 
delicate fex, they n^ay perhaps have 
advanced the credit of it fomething 
higher, than fuch an accomplifhment 
defervcs. 

And when I further confider the 
mighty influence which ^hefe fair 

I 4 difpenfer§ 
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difptnfers of reputatioA muft needs 
have on our gallant and courtly youths 
I cannot wonder that the niode of 
foreign travel is become fo fashion- 
able. Nay, I am half inclined to fup- 
pofe, that, in this debate between us, 
I have rather your politenefs to con«> 
tend with, than your judgment : and 
that, if your Lordihip would deal 
roundly with me, your anfwcr oa this 
pccaiion would be the fame with His, 
who (as I have hear'd you tell the 
ftory) being queftioned by his friends 
why a peribn of his acknowledge 
fenfe and bravery would accept a chal«- 
lenge, thought it. vindication enough 
of himfelf to reply, <^ That, for tho 
** men^ he wuldfafelytruft their judg- 
<« ment; but how ftiould he appear, at 
«« night, before the maids of honour?'* 

Whether I prefume too much in 
this fancy, .is not material. It is 

enough 
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enough to fay, that what dicfe ho£ 
ufe or beauty in pdite carriage will 
come of itfelf, with a little experience 
of the world and good company ; and 
fhall not, with my confcnt, be puiv 
chafed at the expence of far better 
things. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Nor, with mine: for, with all the 
courtlinefs and gallantry you make 
me mafter of, I never intended by the 
good company J I mentioned with fo 
much rcfpea, either thofe foolifli men 
or women, who prefer the forward 
aflurance of their boys to every other 
coniideration. I only think that a 
reafonable attention to the manners 
of our noble youth is a matter of much 
confequence ; as early impreflions of 
this fort are neceffary to fit them for 
the commerce of the world, from 
which dlone they can hope to derive 

tlieir 
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their beft and moft folid inftrudlion : 
And your gayety on the fair fex muft 
jiot reftrain me from agreeing with 
them, in this inftance^ That I fee not 
^low that world can be read and ftudi- 
cd, as it ought to be, without Travel- 
ling, 

MR. LOCKE, 

Yes I now your Lordfhip comes to 
an iniportant point indeed. Frona 
the polifh of manners, the leaft con- 
fiderable, and the eafieft to be attained 
of all the parts of good breeding, your 
Lordfhip, as I now remen^ber, rofe at 
once to a fubjedl of real confequcnce, 
I mean, the knowledge of the 
WORLD ; a fcience, as you well ternx- 
ed it, the moft profound and ufefuL 
And if this master-science were 
to be acquired by means of early 
travel, our young gentleman fhould 
have my confent to fhut up his books, 

and 
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and fct forth on his adventures, di- 
rectly. 
• ■ • , .« . 

But, good my Lord, confider with 
yourfelf the difficulty of this ftudy ; 
the ripencfs of age and judgment ne- 
ceffary for entering upon it; much 
more, for making a real progrefs in it. 

And why, as I before hinted, will 
your Lordfhip be fo impatient to come 
at the end, without the means ? Why, 
in fuch hafte to build up men, when 
nature has allotted a feafon for their 
being boys ? * 

Without doubt, if our youth 
could ftart up men, at once,^ armed at 
all points, as the fable has it, and 
thoroughly furniflied for the bufinefs 
of life, we fbould gladly accept this 
benefit, and might then be content to 
overlook or f^pprefs all the cares of 

Education. 
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Education. But this is not the con-e- 
dition of humanity. It's improve- 
ments of cveiy kind are flow and gra- 
du.' 1 . Time and attention form each ; 
and it is only thro' the right applicant 
tion of preceding ftates that we ar- 
rive, at length, at the maturity of hu-r 
man wifdom. Let the child and boy 
be allowed to perfedl themfelves iq 
Ivh^t belongs to thofc conditions, and 
it will then be time enough to provide 
for the manly charad:er. 

: Refl^ect with yourfelf, my Lord. 
When the young; unfurnifhed traveller 
is carried out into the world, with no 
principles to poize his condud, no 
maxims to direSb his judgment, what 
can be expeded from this untimely 
enterprize ? What, but fluctuating 
morals, and fortuitous deliberations ? 
He has not fo much as the idea of 
what conflitutes Man. How then 

{hould 
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fliould he obtain any real and uftful 
knowledge of the human chargifter i 

Jp by a knowledge of the world, be 
only meant a knowledge of the ex^ 
ter nal modes and cuftoms of ity thi$,i 
no doubt, were beft acquired by fur- 
▼eying them as they prefent thefn^- 
fdves in the various tribes and focieties 
ormankind, Butyou^r Lordfhip means 
more than this : yovt underftand a 
knowledge of a higher kind ; fuch ais 
refpefts the creature M/in, <x>nfidered 
in his eCential part8> his Reafon and 
his Pajibns. This is a different kind 
of ftudy, my Lord*, from thiit other. 
•Any one that hits eyes, i* qualified to 
obferve the ihapes and mafks of meri-; 
but to penetrate their interior frame, 
to infped: their proper difpofitions and- 
charaders, is tjie bufinefs of a well^ 

infbnned and w^lUdil^lpU^ed under^ 
iftanding. ^ 

. . CajJ- 
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Can your Lordfbip ferioufiy expedr 
that a young boy fbould comprehend 
the cfFe<9: which Government, Policy, 
Inftitution, and other circumftaftces of 
life have on the pliant Reafon^ of maii'- 
kind^ or, that he (hould have thf 
fkill to difentangle the various folds 
^nd intricacies, in which their real 
characters lie involved thro' the infidi*- 
ous . and diicordant vrorking of the 
Paffions? He Aould /urely know 
what Trath* and Reafon is, before he 
can derive any benefit to, himfelf from 
the difcourfe of men 2 And he (hould 
have carefully watched the n^pvementjs 
of his own heart, before he prefume 
to analyze, as your Lord{hip exprefled 
it, the charaiSters of others* 

r 

You fce> then> the unfeafonahleiiefe 
and inutility of foreign Travel, as ta 
the cafe in hand, evei) on the/up- 
pofition that our Traveller y/ctc ad- 
mitted 
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mitted into what is called, the beft 
company. But how (hall this privi-^ 
lege be obtained ? In what country 
can it be thought that the politenefs 
of eminent men will condefcend to a 
-free and intimate communication with 
boys of whatever promifing hopes, or 
illuftrious quality ? Certain flight and 
formal civilities, your Lordfhip knows, 
are the utmoft that can be looked for ; 
and are indeed the whole of what our 
ill-prepared traveller is capable. 

Your Lordfhip did well to remind 
me of fuch fbcieties as thofe in which 
you and I have, at times, been en- 
gaged. The recoUedion is, of courfe, 
flattering and agreeable. But let us 
prefume upon ourfelves, my Lord; 
theLiMBORCHs and LECLERCsare 
not fo obvious to every body, as they 
were to us ; or, if they were, every 
body would not profit fo well by them. 
X And 
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And if private fcholata betbufc kiac- 
ceflible, how fliall wc think to intrude 
on the bttfinefs and occupations of 
experienced Magiftrates and Mini- 
ftcts ? And, putting both diefe out of 
the queftion, who remairi for the tu- 
torage «ad inftruaiofl of thefc travel- 
led Boya, but fuch raw*. Unaecpfflr 
plifhed companion*, a« they left at 
home^ and may find every where ia 
abundance ? 

Still my objeaions go further. 
What if, by uncommon fagacity and 
good IVKk, fome acquaintance be made 
with fuperwr perf<)ns, and fome Uttle 
infight at length be gained into their 
real charafters ? Of what mighty ad- 
vaittage will this be in life, when their 
bufinefs Hes amongft other men ; and 
when the fame induftry and attention 
had brought them acquainted with 

the charaaers of thofe, they muft ad 

and 
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And Uvc with ? Foreigners are neither 
an eaficr ftudy, than our own country- 
tnen^ nor a more ufeful one. The 
Very modes and forms of external 
breeding catch die attention of unex- 
perienced youth; and are fb many 
obftacles to their real progrefs in this 
fcience. And> when all is done, the 
modifications of the human charader^ 
as exifting at home, and exhibited in 
the lives and anions of their fellow- 
citizens, are, as I faid, the proper ob^ 
jefts of their curiofity* 

In fhort, the utmoft I cafi allow to 
this difciplibe of foreign travel, under 
the idea of it's furnishing a knowledgi 
tf the worlds is. That it may poflibly 
Wear a young man into fome ftudied 
and apifh refemblance of the models, 
he copies from, in his deportment 
and manners ; or that the various 
fcenes, he has pafled thro', may 

K furnifli 
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furnifh matter, at his return, for muc^ 
.unprofitable babble in converfation :^ 
But, that he fhould come back fraught 
with any folid information concerning 
men and things, fuch, as in your Lord- 
fl)ip's fublime phrafe, may fit him to 
appear with luftre. in the court or 
fenate of his own country, is what I 
can never promife myfelf from this 
fafhionable mode of Education. 

Seriously, my Lord, the World 
is a folemn word, and the ftudy of it 
has an air of fomething plaufible and 
impofing. But thofe, whb know what 
the world is, will think it bcft that a 
young man begin with what is the 
firft and laft concern of every man, 
the ftudy of himfelf ; and, if, in due 
time, he come to underftand, and ftill 
more to value, as they deferve, the 
charafters of the great and good men 
of his own country, the opprobrious 

name 
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nkme of home-bred will not hinder him 
from acquiring the beft fruit, with 
which a knowledge of the world, 
fightly underftood, can fuThifh him. 

For, my Lord, I muft hot on fo 
inviting an Occafion, ais this, conceal 
an odd fancy of mine from your 
Lordihip. 

The affair of knowing the i^orld, 
about which weak and fantaftic peo- 
ple make fo much noife, and which, 
with fo much fufficiency, one hears 
them perpetually infixing upon, in all 
companies, is of all others the niceft 
and mofl momentous ftep that is made 
in Education. And, tho* volumes 
have been written to teach us how 
we may beft become Scholars, Ora- 
tors, Courtiers, what not 5 yet not one 
leaf do I ever remember to have feen, 
compofed by any capable man, that 
'J -: K 2 inftrudts 
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inflrudts \xi in the proper way of get^ 
ting ii^to this gre^t iecret* 

It is not ^ matter to be entered 
upon, if I were' vain enough to think 
myfelf capable of it, in this cafual 
conver^Ltion, but thus much I may 
prefunje to fay. That whoever defigna 
to let a young man into a fafe and 
ufeful knowledge of the world, muft 
do it in a way very remote from thar 
which has hitliertp been taken. 

A YOUNG man, they tell ua, muft 
know the world; ThereforCi fajjr they^ 
Pufii him into it At once, that he may 
acquire that knowledge, which his 
ewn experience, a&d not aikother's^ 
muft teach him. 

I, ON the other hand, take upon m» 
to fay, Therefore keep him out of &at 
wo]fld, as lon^ a& you cauji and whea 
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yon commit him to it, let the ableft 
friend or tutor lend him his beft ex« 
perience to conduA him gradually, 
cautioufly, imperceptibly into an ac- 
quaintance witjfi it« 

You afk the reafon of this myfteri- 
ous procedure, yet methinks it fhould 
be obtious enough. From jSxteen to 
one and twenty ^ (a period, in which 
tile cares of an ordinary education 
ceafe, or are much relaxed) is that 
precife feaibn of life which requires 
idl &e atteqtkm of the moft vigilant^ 
and all the addrefs of the wiieft, go«p 
i^emor. The paffions are then open- 
ing ; curiofity awake ; and the young 
Hiind ready to take it's ply from the 
feducements pf fafliioni ari4 creditably 
example, 



NoK is this the word. An educa- 
fion^ that deferves the name, has in- 

K 3 culcated 
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culcated maxims of honour and pron 
bity i has infpired the noblcft fenti- 
mcnts of moral Duty j has impreffed 
a veneration for all the virtues, and an 
equal horror for all the vices, of hu-r 
manity. 

' 4 , 

• J- 

Full of thcfe fublime ideas, \vhiclj 
his Parents, his Tutors, his Books, 
and even his own ingenu9us Heart 
has rendered familiar to him, the fat^ 
time is at hanc^, when ot|r vrell^in- 
ilru<5ted youth is now to Qiake hi$ 
entrance into the world : But, gqo4 
<5od, what a world | not that whi?h 
he has fo long read, or dreapit; oif; 
but a world, new, ftf ange, and ii^conj^ 
fiftent with all his fonner notions a^ 
cxpeftations, < . 

He enters this fcene with awe 5 
«Lnd contemplates it with aftohiflinMsnt. 
Vice, he fees affured, prbfperbus, ai>d 

triumphant} 



> i 
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triumphant ; Virtue, difcountenanced, 
Hnfuccefsful, and degraded. He join§ 
the firft croud, that prefents itfelf 
to him : a loud laugh arifes ; and the 
edge of their ridicule is turned on So- 
briety, Induftry, Honefty, Generofity, 
or fome other of thofe qualities, he has 
hitherto been moft fond of. 

He quits this clamorous fet widi 
difdain ; and is gUd to unite himfelf 
with another^ better drefled, better 
mannered, in all refpefts more ipecious 
ajid attradlive. His Simplicity makes 
him for fome time the Dupe of this 
plauiible fociety : but their occafional 
hints, their negligent farcafms, their 
iallies of wit, and polite raillery on ali 
that he has been accuftomed to hold 
facred, £hew him « laft that, tho* he 
has changed his company, he has not 

jnended it. 

• « ■ . .4 

K 4 This 
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This difcovcry leads him to an^ 
other. He attends to the lives of 
thefe well-bred people, and finds thena 
of a piece with their manners and con-* 
verfation j fliewy indeed and, on firft 
view, decorous: but, in eiFe<5t, de« 
formed by every impotent and fclfi{h 
paflion ; wafted in iloth and luxury i 
in ruinous play; criminal intrigues i 
Qtf at beft^ unprofitable amufem^nts, 

LORD SHAFTESBURY, 

This painting, ipethinks, is a Httb 
ftrbng, Befides, you might farejy 
have provided better company fai^ 
your young Infpedior of the worlds 
than that £hame]sfs ct<iWs or this, cor- 
rupt one. 

MR. LOCKE, 

^ I TAKE up, as he muft do, with 

fuch company as the world is moft 

apt to throw in our way ^ and the co-^ 

5 louring. 
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Joaring, your Lordfhip knows^ is mo- 
deft enough for the occafion. 

But I attend our boy^advonturer 
no further in his progrefs into the 
world, . and return now to afk you, 
what effeft your Lordfhip thinks thefe 
ftrange unexpedled fcenes muft ha- 
turally have upon him ? Certainly one 
or other of thefe two : Either that the 
fcorn of virtue, he every where ob-. 
ferves, will by degrees abate his re- 
verence of it, and at length obliterate 
all the better impreftions of his edu* 
cation ; Or^ if theii: ftiould ftUl keep 
their hdd of hi^ young ingenuous 
hxffiA, tha^ he i^^iU eptertaio the moft 
}<^4ig9^t fept^pents of manki^d^ and 
{ifff^v himfe}f tQ be carried hy-^ them 
|i)to ^ ibur and ibljen ou^uitbropy, a| 
leaft; perhaps into a iceptic^ and 
^rophan« impiety. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE feldom known a young man 
of fenfe and parts, educated in this 
way, efcape from one or other of thefe 
mifchie^. 

h 

I 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

But why then bring him up with 
jhofe high notions of mankind, of 
which the world miuft prefently dif- 
abufe him, at the expence either of hi§ 
innocencei or good nature ? 

MR. LOCKE* 

That queftion had been natural 
enough from moft men. But your 
Lordffaip knows very well that, in this 
moral difcipline, as in every other^ 
ideas of excellence are to be imprint- 
ed on the young mind, and the moft 
confummate models propofed; for 
Imitation : on this certain principle. 
That, whoever would be moderately 

accom? 



^ • « 
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» 

accomplished in any art, and mod of 
all in this fupreme art of Life, muft 
take his aim high, and afpire to abfo-> 
lute perfedion. A Painter or Statuary 
of the loweft form, your Lordfhip 
knows, is taught to work after a Ma- 
donna of Raphael^ or a Venus of Me^^- 
dicisf yet is not likely to meet with 
either, among his acquaintance. 

LORD ShAPTESBURY. 

The obfervation is furelyjuft; and 
J could only mean that thofe high 
fancies ihould be checked and mode^ 
rated in due time, before our entrance 
into that world, which, it is forefeen, 

^ill fb little correfpond to theqi. 

• ■- *^ ,...- .._ 

MR. LOCKE, 

Ano what is that due fimf, your 
]Lord{hip fets apart for this delicate 
c^ration ? 

' Is 
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% 

Is k^ before the young boy com'9 
mences his travels ? Bat that^ accord-? 
ing to' your Lordfhip*s fchetne, is fo 
early^ that the regimen, you would 
now abate, has not taken it's full 
^ffei&f and his weak unconfirmed 
virtue would die under the experi- 
ment. 

■ 



Is it then, when his Travels are 
already .begun ? And ii die faige Tur: 
^r, your Lordihip fb anxioufly flies 
to, pn every occafion of diftre(s, ta 
charge himfelf with the folution of 
this difficulty ? Alas, npw it . is tpo 
late. You have brought the boy into 
Ae fcene. He will fee and judge for 
himfelf. The torrent bears him away : 
the inftant imprcQipn is too flrong to 
be counteracted by the feeble and. 
How, di^ufting admonitions of a 
f^tor. '^ ' ^ 
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Sex then, if the proper way, to 
iecure him from theie inconvenienced^ 
be not. To keep him yet at a diftance 
from the world 1 and, when you let 
him into fome knowledge of it, to do 
it feafonably, gradually, and circum- 
fpedly : To take the veil off from 
fome parts, and leave it ftill upon 
others: To paint what he docs not 
fee, and to hint at more than you 
paint: To confine him, at firft, to 
the beft company, and. prepare him 
to make allowances even for the beft : 
To preferve in his brcaft the love of 
excellence, and encourage in him the 
generous fentiments, h^ has fo largely 
imbibed and fo perfedlly relifhes ; yet 
temper, if you can, his zeal with can* 
dour 5 infinuate to him the preroga-* 
tivc of fuch a virtue, as his, fo early 
formed and fo happily xrultivated; 
and bend his reluftant fpirit to fome 
aptncfs gf^ity towards theilUinftrua:- 

ed 
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cd and the vicious : By degreed td 
open to him the real condition of that 
worlds to which he is approaching ; 
yet fo as to prefent to him, at the fame 
time, the certain inevitable mifery of 
conforming to it : Laft of all, to fhew 
him fome examples of that viccy 
which he muft learn to bear in others^ 
tho' deteft in himfelf 5 to watch the 
efFedl thefe examples have upon him ; 
and, as you find his diipofitions in-^ 
cline, to fortify his abhorrence of vice^ 
or excite his commiferation of the 
vicious : In a word (for I am not now 
direding a Tutor, but fuggefting, in 
very general terms, my ideas of his 
office) to inform the minds of youth 
with fuch gradual intelligence as may 
prepare them to fee the world without 
furprize^ and live in it without danger* 

This is that important chapter 
which I prefumed to fay no Inilitutor 

of 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 143 

of youth had yet compofed^ or fo 
much as touched upon^ in a treatife of 
Education. You will learn from this 
brief fummary of it*s contents, what 
my notions are of the way in which 
thofe precious years jfhould be em- 
ployed, which are ufually thrown 
away upon foreign travel. 

Seriously, my Lord, there is a 
fatal miilake in this matter. Peoplie 
fpeak of a knowledge of the world, as 
what may be acquired at any time, 
and, for it's importance, cannot be ac- 
quired too foon. Alas, they forget, 
that a long and careful preparation is 
neceflary before we are qualified fo 
much as to enter on this tafk ; and 
that they, who arc kteft in fetting 
out, will arrive the fooneft, certainly 
the faft^ft, at their journey's end. 

LOR0 
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LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

« 

]&UT where (hall this mighty work 
of preparation be carried on ? And in 
what privileged fanftuary ihall our 
good young man be kept from the 
fight and contagion of this wicked 
world> and yet be gradually forming 
for the ufe and practice of it ? 

MR. LOCKE. 

Where, does your Lordfliip afk ? 
Why> in his college i in a friend's, or 
his father's hoafe ;. any where, in 

(hort, rather than in a foreign coun-^ 
try, where every wholefbme reftraint 

is taken off, and the young mind left 
a prey to every ill impreffion. 

* « 

• LORD SHAFTE,SBURY. 

An d are there no inconveniences^ 
ttn tbe othel' hand, which a provident 

parent 
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parent may be fuppofed to forefee, and 
may be willing to guard againft ? 

Mr. LOCKE. 

I UNDERSTAND your Lordfhip. I 
know, that, for want of better argu- 
ments in fupport of this foreign 
breeding, weak or tinworthy parents 
are ready to take up with fuch as 
Ihefe: 

They tell us> efpecially if of rank 
and quality, that their children have 
fuffered more than enough already in 
their paiTage thro' our public and 
vulgar fchools 5 That, together with 
many illiberal habits, they have con- 
traded many low and illiberal friend- 
jpiips, which are, in all reafbn, to be 
'ihaken off; That thefe unworthy 
companions follow them to the Uni- 
veriity, and are, if not the bane, yet 
the difhonour and incumbrance of 

L their 
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their future lives 1 That an abfence 
of fome years abroad looiens thefe 
hafty and ill-timed connexions ; and 
leaves them, on their return, at full 
liberty to contrad others, more fuita- 
ble to their birth and quality^ and 
more conducive to their views of for- ' 
tune, as well as of reputation in the 
world ; That indeed they might re-^ 
move the youiig man immediately 
from his fchool into their own houfe ; 
but that much of their time is necefia- 
rily fpent in the Metropolis, the li-^ 
cence of which is not to be guarded 
againft by any care of their own, or of 
the bcft governor 5 That his low il- 
liberal acquaintance would haunt him 
even there ; at leaft, that the youth of 
his own age and rank would naturally 
flock about him, and, under a thoufand 
pretences of civility or amufement, en- 
gage him in all the follies, and per- 
haps, the vices of this great town ; 
4 That, 
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"1!* hat, on the whole, his only refuge 
from thefc mifchiefs is in the way of 
foreign travel s whence, at length, he 
may return in riper age and with bet- 
ter judgment to take his ftation in the 
world. 

To this popular talk (which your 
Lordfliip, I fuppofe, glanced at, but 
Would not condefcend to enforce di- 
reiftly) it is enough to reply. That 
part of the inconveniences, here enu- 
merated, are feigned at pleafure, and 
the reft exaggerated; That the au- 
thority of a father, if he defer ye that 
name, in concurrence with honeft 
friends and an ordinary governor, will 
prevent them all, or at leaft palliate 
them ; and that, to take matters at 
the worft, his fon will be cxpofed 
to ftill greater inconveniences any 
where elfe. But in truth I cannot 
fee, if a college be excepted againft, 

L 2 and 
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and the bufinefs be to fee the worlds 
as it is called, why London fhould not 
be efleemcd as fit a fcene for the pur- 
pofe, as any other great town in £«- 
rope. I think it contains as much 
good company as any other, and I» 
doubt whether it be more licentious; 
Or, if it be, there are three reftraints 
upon it, which, I am fure, will not be 
found abroad ; I mean, ** the parental 
authority ;' ** domeftic government y* 
and " a regard to reputation, under 
the eye and notice of his friends." 

So that in every view, whether on 
your Lordfliip's plan of entering di- 
redly on the great ftudy of the world, 
or on mine, of only preparing for it^ 
our young man cannot pofllbly do 
better, at bis years, than ftay at hcrme ; 
where, if your Lordfhip pleafe, we 
will then leave him; at leaft till we 
have tried the force of your next, 

and. 
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iand» as I remember^ last argument 
in behalf of foreign travel, *^ which 
^ arofe out of the mighty benefits, 
^ fuppofed to attend the ftudy and 
^ cultivation of vrhat are called the 

* FiNB ARTS; in fhort, from the 
^ luftre and importance of the virtuofo 

* character/- 

Your Lordfhip, who has fo ac^ 
knowledged a tafle in thefe things, 
and of courfe has fo exquifite a fenie 
of their value, may be excufed for en-e. 
larging fo particularly on this head. 
But to me, who am of a plainer make 
and cooler difpofition, they appear, if 
not frivolous, yet of little importance^ 
when compared with thofe other 
Ithings, whicl) are the proper and niore 
immediate objects of Education. 

It would, I doubt, difguft your 
Irf0r4fhip, (hould I fpeak my min4 

L 3 freely 
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freely of them ; or even iniinuate, that 
I take thefe ftudies^ when entered upon 
in early yputh^ and prppofed as mat- 
ters of ferious purfuit and application* 
to have indeed the mpft pernicious 
tendency ^ as breaking the nerves and 
force of the mind» and infpiring I 
]cnow not what of a trifling and fuper- 
fluous vanity. 

To render thefe puriUits ferviceable 
in any degree* or even harmlefs* they 
had better furely be poftponed to riper 
years* when the confirmed judgment 
will of courfe take them but for what 
they are, for nothing more than ele-- 
gant and. polite amufements. 

Not to infift, that to excel in thi^ 
fpecies of tafle* as in all others* a pre^? 
vious foundation is required of reafon 
and good fenfe : for I agree with 
your favourite poet ; of every polite 

ftudy 
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fiaidy and ictdulgenc^ eyea of the 
imagination^ 

Sapere^ f/l it principium etfons. 

These and ftill ftronger objedions 
might be made to your partiality for 
ihtfine arts. But I am contented to 
vave them all ; as indeed they would 
come with ap ill gr*ce frotn one, who 
muft acknowledge himfelf to have no 
particular fkill or difccmment in them, 
and who Ihould not therefore prefume 
to enter the lifts with ib confummate 
ft ipafter pf them, as your Iyord{hip» 

LORP SHAFTBSBVRY, 

An o fb» under the cover of a civil 
ipeech» you efcape from the moft 
fpeciousy at leaft, of thoie arguments, 
which are ajledged in favour of an 
early travelled Education. For, whe- 
ther it be true or no, that other ac- 

compliflimeots may be as well ac- 

L 4 quired 
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quired at home, it is paft a doubt diat 
the polite and liberal arts can only be 
learnt abroad. And of their ufe and 

% 

ornament to our noble youth — 

MR. LOCKE. 

Your Lordfhip, I know, can {^y 
fnore, and finer things, than you ex^ 
pe<5): I fhpuld feriouily diipute with 
you, on this occafion. 

I HAVE now, my Lord, (at leaft 
if my old memory has not betrayeci 
me) gone over the feveral heads and 
topics of your defence ; and faid 
enough, I believe, on each, to fhew 
that foreign Travel is not, on what- 
ever fide we view it, the moft proper 
method of a young gentleman^s edu- 
cation. 

The benefits, you propofe by it, 
are either of fmall account in theni- 

felvcs. 
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felves, at leaft of much kfs account 
than thofe you muft facrifice to them ; 
or, when their importance is real and 
confeffed, may be attained more con- 
veniently in fome other way, and at 
fome other feafon. 

For, after all I have faid, your 
Lordfhip is not to conclude that I am 
wholly bent againft the praftice of 
foreign Travel. I am as feniible> as 
any man, of it*s important ufe, wheil 
undertaken at a proper time and by fit 
perfons. For, tho' I efteem it idle- 
nefs, and fomething worfe, for a young 
boy to wafte his prime and moft prfer 
cious years in fauntering round Eu^ 
rope, yet I know what ends of wifdom 
and of virtue may be anfwered by a 
capable man's furVey of it. 

50 T then, my Lord, I reckon that 
capacity at no vulgar rate. He muft 

be 
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be of worth and confid^ration enough 
to be received into {he wiieft, nty thp 
greateft company, {lis natural in^w 
fight into men and things muft be 
quick and penetrating. His faculties 
muA all be at their height j his iludies 
matured; and his reading and ob-f 
fervation extenfive, * With thefc ac-? 
complifhments> if a man of rank an4 
fortune can find leifure to employ a 
few years among (he neighbouring 
nations^ I readily agree his voyage may 
turn out to his owq benefit^ and tQ 
that of his country. 

In this way it may be true, as your 
Ix)rd(hip infifted, that our Ifland pre^- 
indices will be ufefully worn off, and 
much real civility and politenefs }?^ 
imported among us« 

I,ORD SHAFTESBURY. 

I THANK you for this coneefllon, 

Altho' I cannot yet be convinced of 

the 
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the total impropriety of an earlier 
voyage, J am pleafed to find you do 
not interdict the thing itfclf. Many 
wife perfons among us have even talk*** 
ed at that rate, fiut you are more rea<«- 
fonable ; and indeed that esitrairagance 
was not to be apprehended from your 
true fenfp and fuperior knowledge of 
human nature* 

MR. lOCKE. 

I HAVE that efteem of your Lord- 
ship's kind opinion as to be very un- 
willing to forfeit any ftiare of it. Yet 
yvh^t I have now to advance will, t 
readily forcfee, expofe me to fbme 
jrifk, in that particular. 

For now your Lordflbip has ex- 
prefled your regard for a fuperior 
f^noivledge of human nature, it em- 
boldens me to add that fuch know- 
kd|;e (which I have fmall right to 

claim 
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claim to niyfelf ) is no{ to be acquired 
but by the largeft and mod: exteniive 
obfervation of the human fpecies : So 
that I may be found at laft even a 
^varmer advocliate for the ufes of fo^ 
reign travel, than your Lordfhip. 

I HOLD then that the knowledge of 
human nature (the only knov^ledge, 
in the largeft fenfe of the expreflion, 
deferving a wife man^s regard) can 
never b? well attained but by feeing 
it under all it's appearances i I meapi 
not merely, or chiefly, in that fair and 
well-drefled form it wear? amid the 
arts and embellifhmpnts of our weftera 
world; but in it's naked fimplicity, 
and even deformities ; nay, under all 
it'6 difguifes and diftorfion^ arifing 
from abfurd governments and men- 
ftrous Religions, in every diftant re- 
gion and quarter of the Globe, 

Thb 



^ 
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The fubjefl: appears to me in that 
importance that it almoft wartos me^ 
un old philofopher as I am, into fonle 
emulation of your Lordfhip's en* . 
thufiafm. 

I WOULD fay then, *♦ That, to 
•* fttidy Human Nature to pur- 
** pofe, a Trayeller muft enlarge his 
^< circuit beyond the bounds of Eu^ ' 
•* rope. He muft go, and catch Her un- 
^* dreffed, nay quite naked in Narfb-- 
*^ America^ and at the Cape of Good 
<* Hope. He may then examine how 
** fhe appears crampt; contradled, and 
^« buttbned up clofe in the ftraif tunic 
** of Law and Cuftom, as in Ciina 
^ and "Japan: Or, fpread out, and en* 
^^ larged ab(»re her common fize^ in 
^* the loofc and flowing robe of. en- 
<^ thuiiafm, among the Arabs and 
.*^ Saracens : Or, laftly, as fhe flutters 
<* in the old rags of worn-rout policy 

" and 
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< and civil government, and almofl 

< ready to run back naked to the de«> 

< ferts, as on the Mediterranean coaft 
' of Africa:" 



These, my Lord, are the proper 
fcenes for the Philofopher, for the 
citizen of the world, to expatiate in* 
The tour of Europe is a paltry thing: 
a tame, unif^M^m, unvaried profpedti 
vrhich affords nothing but the fame 
poli(hed manners and artificial poli->- 
cies, Scarcely diveriified enough ^ to 
take, or merit our attention. . 

It is from a wider and more cxten'^ 
live view of mankind that a juft efti- 
mate is to be made of the powers of 
human nature. Hence we colled 
what it's genuine faculties are : what 
ideas and principles, or if any,- are 
truly innate and efiential to it : and 
what changes and modifications it 

is 



FOUEICN TRAVEL. 15^ 

is fuiceptible of from law and cu^ 
ilom. 

If you think I impofe too great "a 

tafk on our inquifitivc Traveller, my 

next advice is. That he ftay at home ; 

read Europe in the mirror of his own 

country, which but too eagerly re- 

fleds and flatters every ftate that 

dances before it's furface; and, for 
the reft, take up with the beft in- 

£Drmation he can get froni the books 

and narratives of the beft voyagers. 

LORD aHAFTfeSBURY. 

That is, you difcourage him from 

looking abroad into the world of rea- 

fon and civility, the moll natural ftate 

of mankind ; and require him to wafte 

his time and obfervation on ilaves^ 

madmen, or favages ; ftates, in which 

reaibn and civility have no place, and 

where humanity itfeif, almoft, diA 

appears. 

Admira- 
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Admirable advice this to comd 
from a Philofopher ! And ftill better^ 
tp fend your Difciple to take his in- 
formation of this unnatural diforder'd 
fcene from the lying accounts of igno- 
rant» ill-inftru£ted» and gaping tale- 
tellers ! 

MR. LOCKE. 

. I WAS afraid^ I ihould not be able 
to fecure to myfelf the good opinionj^ 
which your Lordfhip was pleafed to 
exprefs of *my knowledge of human na-- 
ture. This mortifying experience 
puts an end to my adventurous flights^ 
at once : and forces me back again 
into tljie narrower walk, which your 
Lordftup feems willing to prefcribc 
to me. 

• • • ' r 

Be it then> as you infifty That an 
Englijh gentleman's care (hould be to 
accomplifh himfelf in the ifchool of 

reafpn 
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f eafon and civility ; to fit hinirelf^ in 
fiiort, for that ftate which your Lord- 
fhip dignifies with the n^me of Na-* 
tural. Still I declare againft his jE«- 
ropean traveb. 

The manners of each ftate are pe- 
culiar to'itfelf, and .beft adapted to it. 
The civility that prevails in fonie 
places on the Continent, may be more 
ftudied and exquifite than our's^ but 
not therefore to be preferred before 
it. Thofe refinements have had their 
birth from correipondent policies ; to 
which they are well fuited^ and from 
which they receive their whole valiie; 
In the more abfolute monarchies of 

• • 

Burope, all are Courtiers. In our 
free monarchy all ihould be Citizens* 
Let then the arts of addrefs and in^ 
finuation flourifli in France. With- 
out them, what merit can pretend to 
fuccefs^ what talents, open* the way to 
* • M favour 
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IcvGurasiddifthidion ? But let ajiMtf^ 
Her chandler prevail Here. We Jbay4f 
a Prince ta ferte^ ctot to fbtter : Wy 
Eave a ccttotry to embraee^ not a court- 
to adore: We have^ iii a wordy^objedil 
to purfuey and intereits to pFomotey- 
from t&e caies of vu^hkb our fmer 
Jlcigbbouj;;^ aiie bappUy di&urthea'd. 

Let out eountryaicn^ tkea be i»« 
du%ediatbe plaioiMiis> nay t^ roagb«^ 
nt& of tbfiir manners : But let themr 
attof&er for tbis djsfii& by Aek ufefut^ 
^ie» tbmr fuperior knowledgei their 
public ^rity^ aiiir above aUi^ by^ theii^ 
unpoUfhed integrity • 

WouLB your Lord&i^'s favourite 
Athens have done tvi&ly (or ratheif^ 
did it do fo) to e^chaogp the finaipiieitjr 
and rqanly freed^m^of it'a anti^it cha;^ 
jRader^ for the fbpperiefif andgorc^fka-' 
i^ons of the Ai^tie courts? Nay^- 
2 would* 
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%ouki the fofter tccomplifhments of 
Athens, in it*i beft ftate, have do^ne 
Well in a citizen of Sparta ? 

Your Lordfhip fees ^hat to coft- 

elude from thefe hints. For my own 

|)art, cfiy.Lord, I efteem Politenefs, in 

the reaibnable fenfe of the ^ord; asf 

&e OFnament, nay mof ey as the dut3r 

<>f hutnanityi But^ tfndef coloar of 

making thi^ valifabte' acquifiti<yn, let 

ifo cultifre of, the human mind, no in^ 

ilrud^idn in Letters and Buftnefs^ no 

difciplih^ df th^ pafitdns, no ifhprove* 

inents of the head and heart, be neg-^ 

leded; 'iiet the fcrtfadafitonf of fliefe ef- 

iential Virtues be laid deep iti the ttfual 

fctmf of Our/«^//r; if you will^or (as 

you know I had rathei^ in the way of 

a^ nore 8f fentive and moral,- Becaufe 

priibaie. Education, bet the conk^ 

in^ice of the world, in due time atid 
iind^ 4 W r^ulat jon, , ^cceed to this 

V M z carei 
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care; and your Lordfhip will find 
your young gentleman as fully ac- 
compliflied in all refpeds as, in rea« 
fon, you (hould wifh to fee him. And 
for proof of it, if I were not reftrained, 
by 4 common and perhaps falfe deli- 
cacy, from bringing the names of our 
friends and acquaintance into example 

in converfation, how many inftanceg 
of this fort could I point to, in fuch 
men as your Lordfliip has known in 
your own country and is moft difpofbd 
to reverence ; and fome of them^ pof- 
iibly, in your own family ! 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Rather tell me, how we may 
reafonably cxped to fee fuch mo- 
dels produced^ according to the vul* 
gar way of our home-breeding : That 
' one or two fuch may, perhaps, after 
ftrift fearch, be found among Qur- 
felves, I {hall not diijpute with you. 
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MR. LOCKE. 

The fearch would cofl me no pains. 
But I prefs the matter no further. 
It is jsnough that your LprcUhip knows 
I have my eye on fome, the moft 
eftimable^ nay the mdft accomplifhed 

charaiftersy that have been formed at 

-.,*'■■ ...» 

home; aiid that even fo envied a thine» 
as qi npe gentleman^ has been faihion^^ 
ed on this fide the water. But the 
rarity of the productions you think, 
makes againft me, and ihews, there is 
no trailing to the flub^orn foil and 
unfriendly climate of our country. 
You conclude, upon the whole, for 
^e expediency of foreign, travel, from 
$he acknowledged defeds of our a^* 
thorizedfeats of learning; wl^ich, ac- 
cording to your Lord{hip'« idea and 
representation of them, are fo dege^ 
neraie and depraved, that nothing of 

M 3 worth 
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worth an4 value cain be reafonably ex« 
peeked from that quaf tcf . 

This, after all, is your main r^afon 
for advifing a foreign education. Yoijr 
jTpite is to our Unjverfitiesj ai^d, t^ 
J)rit)e, or rathpr prpyoke me iato tl^c 
faipe quarrel, your Lprdftiip did not 
forget tp remind me of the littl^ 
cblilgation, vifhic^ I myfclf. wh^ wg^ 
trained in their difcipline. naye had to 

* J V . ■'^ r . ' • • I • ■ *,> 

them. 



Aart* of this charge. It 'is certain • 
at leair,. that fne ppjuqic^S.j^^^^ 
rotty, tlie faife. iea^ing^ atjd narrp,^ 
^rinfciples, which Ijave j^evaap^ tcyj 
liiuch, ^rid ftilj preyail, iri, t|iorc fsj- 
liious feminarieij, create an unfavorable 
feprnioA of them" in the minds of many 
Ifbcral and ai^ei-ping pcrftp?, * JS[a^, 
t will not difbvfrn to you, that I have 
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jat timeB hpui tempted my&lf to ea^* . 
tertain^ perka^ to exprefs^ (a/ipp tc^ 
i^itment againft them. But we an 
^ways (kvtve, generally uiifa^r, judges 
in our .own cafe* And, to Iky the 
truths ^hen the ma^tpr comes to be 
considered jimptrtiaHy and coollyt their 
Pml$s^ of whatever kind^ ^1^ adn)ij; 
of niQch aUevisdofi* . . - ' 

Tpre U^ivBJLjSiTXBis at £mgi>. 
hAV'D, your LaoMiifi kjaowa, had 
^leir r^e in the bfrinrous ^gUp Thr 
views of theic Inftitufiors wec^» w^ 
oordin^ly^ i«eh 4s oMght he eocpe^^t^d 
from|9M»<>f thei^^f^ apd ilf th^ 
(pirctimdances* 



l^it^B (eminarlcs were mQCfi.imt 
mediately ison&omted to the fervicf of 
tbe Church 5 whkh is tht leis to be 
wonder'd at^ as our Stateiixien» yob 
^now, were, at thatiimej Chiuchmea. 

M 4 Hence 
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Hence the Plan o£ Studies^ pf eicrit>e(i 
to the youth, would be fuch ^6 'was 
beft adapted to. the occafions of that 
clafs ofmen, in whojfe inf]tru<3ion the 
public was more.diredly interefted. . . 



BfisiBESy the learning of that time, 
was rude and barbarous;. and» had. 
their views been more large and ge^; 
nerous, 'the founders of our college? 
had it not: in their power tb provide 
for the encouragement of any other. 
Theiupreme accomplishment even of 
our men of boiiheifi 'was little mote 
than a readinefs. in the forms, arid A 
dexJCbrity in tb&^ quicks of :the Qmoii 
Law : And the pride of the moft^ro^j 
found Scholars lay in applying the 
fubtleties of the Ariftotelian philpfo- 
phy to Theologic* and Metiphyfical 
queftions : Whence, too much ftrdfs 
.was evidently laid^on monkifh exef- 
cife5dndfcholaflic;difputation^. ; 
- .-. . Tis 
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. *Tis true, fomcfewof our colleges 
were ereSed at a time, when fome- 
thing more lighf, and knowledge had 
biroke in .anaongft. us,, I mean during 
the^, ftfogf efs ;of tbp. Reformation. But . 
the great obje<Sl,. that filled allmetfs 
il«n4s,;l)eing the difpute wit]|i the Sec, 
of Rome, the principal circumftan<5e,, 
that diftinguifhes thefe later founda- 
tions from the other, is, that their 
Statutes ^ provide more efpeciallj? rfor 
the^nanageinpnt of that controverj[y|» 
So that, even in thefe Societies, the 
fcholaflic difputative eenius flill pre* 
vailed, to the exclufion of that naow^ 

liberal plan of fbuidies, which is fitted 

« . * ■ '^ ' * *•■ ' • '*• • — •''-' 

to ail times, and ?ivoul4 have fuited 
h^ter to the general purpofe .of thei^ 
efiablifhed Seats of Education. , : 7 

LORD SttAFTES3URY. 

• ' : ■ •'. J i' .- ■ ■ : ^ •'; .\ .-:;.> 

; This accopnt.Qf ^eirV3:itutloiian4 
genius of owj^^ R¥3E 



m* s.< <^ 
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be cafily credited, even from what vr^ 
now fee of them. But the' fome 
caufes may be aifigned ' for the intro^r 
d^dSiea of thefe barbarous plans of 
education^ what reafen can hp glvm 
why th^ fhpuld be cheriihed in our* 
dsm, or that mm of ienfe Ihpuld fuln 
litttto them«^ 



K I • • 1 J s , J • 



*^ * 



* ' Tire reafon Is not far to fcdi,: 
Tbefe bafbarorrs plans oF Educatioii 
had, we have fcen, in former times 
fcoth their rcafi>», and their life, ' fio-- 
i^ of men retain the chalraAcr of 
^Jieflr'firft Inftitution very long^ ands 
«B things confider^d, I am inclined td 
tfiirtk it not ainifr tba< they do ^fo* 
Uniyerdties and fchobls of learningj^ 
in particular, ibovld i^Pl be w Kafte tq 
excbaoge eftablifhed principles and 
pnSiees, which ;tfic beft fenfe of 
|bf«i«riiges h^d introduced, for novd 
- and 
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gnd untried pretenfions. ^hc reafoq 
is plain : their inftrudions would have 
fmall weighty and their difcipHne no 
lability, amid fuch eaiy and perper 
it\iai changes. They are, indeed^ the 
t).epofitaries of the public wifdom'and 
virtue ; aad their bufinefs is tcfi^cul- 
cate both on the rifing; generation, 
upon the footing on which they are 
Received and underftopd in the federal 
jpoviptries, where they are erected. 
^Ven^ if their Ipcal ftatutes |a|d them 
under uq reftraint. an eafinefs in de* 
parting; from eflablifhed rules were 
k levity pot to be comn^ende^ ; an4 
jfo»jl(l, in the en^, be iip%vo^Je tp 
tfirt^ itfelf, wbcn ^tgpy tim? « ibo»il4 
ix)fn?i in it> turn, tp b$ cot^rtaihe4 

,T^E trwtH is, my J^r4, we a«J 
.|fe?i4y jtQ Qpn^der tbefc Sen^Mnes, ^ 
l^hools of philofbphy^ flridtly ib 

' called : 
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called :^ w|^crcas their proper cfiaraftcf 
is that of ichobis of learning and eduy 
cation. Under this laft idea, much of 
that bigotry and' prejudice iis' to, he 
looked for, arid fhoyld be cxcu/edi 
which, i^ould rightly he obje&ed t^ 
tjiem undQr that o^her (^eqomihatibn.^ 

Hence then, I conceive, a jutt 
jipology piay be made for/the prelent 
coriditioh of oiir Uhiveridties.' If fhcV^ 
nave liot, iri all refpeds,' cotreded tlje 
vices of their origmal liiftTfutldni Tct 
the influence and authority of fuch In- 
ftitiition be pleaded in their «xcufe: 
And if certain inveterate errors in 
fpeculation' (for I know 'your .Lord- 
ihip's chief quarrel to them) not im- 
mediately conneftcd with their Infti- 
tution, happen ftill to maintain theit 
credit in thofe places^! let it be con-t 
fidered that the general fenfc of the 
public (hould in all reafon be cxpe<fte4 

' to 
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to go before their profeffion and pro- 
pagation even of fight principles. Be- 
lieve it^ my Lordy as reafon and ibund 
phUofophy make a progrefs among ^us, 
thefe Bodies will gradually, tho' re- 
ludantly indeed, reform themfelves : 
And the fervice they will then render 
to Truth will be thq greater for the 
oppofition they now make to it« 

« 

I HAVE ventured to fay, that this 
Reformation will, in due time, ccvne 
of itfelf. I think, it certainly wilh 
as well in regard to the general plan 
of their ftudies, as their particular 
principles arid opinions. Yet, in re- 
Ipeft of iht former at leaft, it might 
perhaps be ibiiiething quickened by 
external application. I know the at- 
tempt is delicate and difficult ; but it 
might poffibly fucceed, if carried oa 
under cover of £>me flilL greater Re- 
IbrmatioQi which feizes the mind 
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with much force* turns it to a neW 
i>ias» and make$ it propitious to every^ 
thing that fends to the attainment of 
It's jprincipd object; 

, SiicH o^s^ons do xiot preient 
theniifeffcs every day. One fuch we 
$frvo feen I but we mtfled the feaibn. 
Whatever was fahdahleh,tally wrong; 
in the confiitution oif the Uhivcrfifies; 
J&ioul^ have ^e^ kt right in that 
great aeraV V^heh the Church was re^ 
formed. The undb^kifig hiu) been^ 
of a piece wiili ^ihii Tt& cX that ei^ 
triaoniinary w{irk» and tfa43 opportunity 
-wasihvittAg. Btift whether th^ minds 
dF men w&re then ripe f6r thii othcif 
refonnatibn,'OF Whether there wa^ iii-^ 
deed light 6riobgh^ ki the nation it 
.tlnat tkmis fiilly and properly to efic^ 
iit^ may hot un!reafeaiiblyt I knew,- be 
made aqiitAioh with yout Lordfhip; 

' A ■ 

toRjy 



ir is no qtieflioff at all ^ith m^ 
whether any fefvico of that kind waif 
td be expedled from thofe . gfc^ 
pealers in Chufch-worfc; ^erhapk 
another and later sera may be pointdf 
out, wnen th6 f^tm^ofiJdc mighty. a»df 
/hould have been iindfeftaked by cut 
political Craftrmen. 

w 
t 

MR, tOGfKE. 

t 

Your Lbrdfliip meand at ^ -ftevi^ 
Jution I dnd, as the gdnerous prxDci>*' 
^j^les of liberty^ ovr which the^ Rievo- 
lution wa£ foundi^d^ wtfra hot ill^ 
fecohded by certain docftrinc;^ whictf 
had been tod much inctllcated iii th6 
tJmVerfitieSr tkis' ieonfidkfadpn/ yoif 
1^10- iayy aifor^ the teft pFeCmoe^fer 
attemp^ng theiir R)£f(^fir!Ri^t&W Btft 



wi£^ men iawy that thd c^eij^i; vtHh^^ 
tboie learMd' Bodiei had" draWBr t» 

them* 



Ik 
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themfelvesy and indeed ^fervedly, by 
their late condudl, notwithftanding 
their fpeculative fyftems and con- 
cluiions, was at that time too high to 
fufFer a rigorous infpedion to be made 
into their Statutes and Conftitutiop : 
They faw, in that convulfion of the 
State, It would be impoflible to carry 
on a deiign of this nature without en-* 
dangering the new fettlement, or ex- 
pofing it at leaft to many odious and 
inconvenient imputations : And they 
faw, bcfides, that the fpirit of Liberty, 
which had prevailed fo far as to re- 
form the State itfelf, would infenfibly 
extend it's influence to all fubordinatc 
focieties. 

In a word, the clofe and immediate 
tronnexion, which the Univerfities 
have with the Church, made it na-» 
tural and highly reafbnable to expeffc 
that both (hould have (bared the fame 
■• fate. 
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fate> at the Reformation : But the nc- 
cefli ty was not fo urgent, or fo vifible 
fit leaft, that the Univerfities (hould be 
new-niodelled, at the Revolution^ 

HowEVERi my Lord^ what the 
wifdom of either age omitted, or was 
unable to do. Time, and that Defue- 
tude which attends upon it, will gra- 
dually bring about, not to fay, has in 
Tome meafure accompliflied. And, to 
take tnatters, as they now are, the 
ftudies and difcipline of the Univerfi- 
ties are not without' their ufe, and 
jQbould not be too violently declaimed 
againfl and degraded: ' 

The elen^eSnts of" literature are rea- 
fbnably well taught in thoie places. 
At leaft, the familiarity, which men 
' have v^^ith the learned languages -(the 
proper foundation, as I dare fay your 
Lord(hip holds, of all real learning 

N and 



178 ON THE USES OF 

and politenefs) is very tnuch owing to 
the lectures and inflitution of our coU 
leges. And^ tho' I am feniible what 
exceptions are to be made in other re- 
Ipedts, yet, on the whole. Religion, as 
well as Morals, receive an advantage 
from the regularity of their difciplintf. 

LORD SHAFTSSBUHV. 

Yes; their Religion is Intolerance; 
and their Morals, Servility. For, as 
to any freedom of manly thought, or 
.the dignity of virtue— 

You are ready to look for them 
any where elfe than in our Englijb 
Univerfitiesi. 

Come on then, my Lord: Have 
the goodnefs to point out to us thole 
happier feminaries, where theie and 

all 
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All Other virtues are more fuccefsfully 
propagated. 

But which way will your Lord- 
ihip dired us to take> in this fearch ? 
Shall we turn to the north of this 
country for thofe advantages, which 
we defpair of finding in the fouth ? 
Or, becaufe the groffnefs of our Ifland- 
air may infe£t all parts alike, ^all we 
ihape ' our courie to the contineint ? 
And does your Lordfhip encourage us 
to look for fome Athens amidft the 
Proteftant ftates of Germany ^m the 
Netherlands^ or the Swifs Cantons ? 

These, I take it, are the only fcenes 
which your Lordihip can have in view; 
for, as high as their reputation is, you 
would hardly advife the breeding of 
our Engli/h youth in the colleges of 
the Jefuits. 

N 2 One 
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One word then, if you pleafe, on 
thcfc Proteftant Univcrfities on thc^ 
continent. 

Your Lordihip and I have had 
ibme experience of the ftate of litera- 
ture and education in thofe places. 
Eminent ^nd excellent men they fure- 
ly have amongfl them. But fo, your 
Lordlhip will confefs, have the Uni- 
verlitics of England. If we do not 
readily find thofe vsrho, at this day, 
may be oppofed to a Ljcmborch or a 
Le Clerc, yet it is not Idng fince \«re 
had toboafl of a Chillingworth, 
a CuDwoRTH, and a Whichcot; 
all, men of manly thought, generous 
minds, and incomparable learning. 

But the queffion is not, you know, 
of particular men, which fuch great 
bodies rarely want; but, of the ge- 
neral frame and conflitution of learned 

focieties. 
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ibGletiqSy.fit for the purpofes of polite 
and liberal education* 

Shall we fay then, that the fcat- 
tered tribes of Students in a Dutch or 
Swifs town are likely to be better in-^ 
ftrudled or better governed, than the 
young Scholars in our colleges ? Or, 
that the good order, difcipljne, and 
fpbriety of thefe places, is to be com- 
pared with the anarchy and licence of 
thofe other ? 

> 

But, were there even no diiFcrencc? 
in this relpe<9:, as there is furely a great 
4cal, are we to reckon for nothing the 
di^arity of civil and religious ?Qnfti^ 
tutions ? 

Your Lordfliip, I dare fay, will 
not fu(pe<ft me of a bigotted adherence 
to zxiy mode of civil or ecclefiaftical rcr 
gimep. But is it all one whether a 

N 3 young 
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young Boy, who is dcflincd to be a 
fubjedt to the Crown, And a memb^i? 
of the Church of England, be inured 
to the equality of Republican gdvern- 
ments, and of Calviniftical Churches ? 
It may be well for men of confirmed 
age and ability to look into both ; but 
would you train up your Son in a way 
that is likely to indifpofe him, righf 
Or wrong, to the inftitutions of hia 
own country? 

Besides, arc there fewer prejur 
dices, think ye, in the men of other 
Churches and Governments, than our 
own ? Or^ are their Profeflbrs and 
Inftitutors of youth more, free from 
popular errors and blind attachments, 
tho' of a different fort, than the Tu- 
tors and IVJafters of Education in ouf* 
country ? 



Nay, 



FOREIGN TRAVEL. 183 

Nay, confider with yourfelf, my 
Lord ; Is there not as much tyranny 
in the adminiftration of fpme they qall 
free States ; and as much rellraint and 
perfecution in the principles of ibme 
they call free Churches y as can fair- 
ly be charged on the Monarchy or 
Church of England ? 

« 

So that what you could expedl to 
gain by preferring thefe foreign fchools 
of learning to your own, I cannot 
eafily imagine. All that is worth ac^ 
quiring in either, you have, at leafl, 
gn equal chance to meet with, at 
home ; And what ihould be avoided, 
may, nay muft; with more probabi*- 
lity, be eqcountered, abroad. 

But your Lordfbip, perhaps^ woukj 
confine your young traveller to no one 
feat of learning \ and have it only in 
view to convey him haftjly> under the 

N \ wing 
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wing of a Tutor, thro* many a famous 
Academy^ without fettling him in any. 
This, I muft confefs, is the way to 
keep clear of prejudices ; but, whe- 
ther any folid inftrudtion,orjuft fcience 
cither of men or things, is to be ga- 
thered from fo curfory an education, 
your Lordlbip will do well to con- 

fider. 

• « 

LORD SHAFTESBURY^ . 

You have done me the favour to 

imagine many projeSs and defigns for 

me, which Iwas too dull to entertain 

in my own thoughts. But, if the 

Education of a young man of rank 

and quality capnot be carried on with- 

out the afltftance of Academical in*- 

ftruftors, I would much fooncr truft 

him to the care of fuch as the more 

free and liberal genius of certain fo- 
l^eign Univerfities has formed, than 

ittbmit him to the tutorage of thofe 

prieftly 
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prieftly guides, to whom our narrow 
and flavi(h Inftitutions have configned 
the province of Education^j in our own 
country. 

Mil. LOCKE. 

Your Lordfliip now indeed fpeak 
out very plainly. Your objediion, 
then, is to Clergy-Tutors; and 
you think it abfurd and even pernici- 
ous to commit our noble and liberal 
youth to the care of Churchmen. 
You would rather fee them in Lay- 
hands r in the hands of Philofophcrs, 
properly fo called; who, indifferent 
to every thing but pure truth and rca^ 
fon, are in no danger of imbibing 
wrong principles themfelves, and are 
therefore under no temptation of in- 
itiUing any fuch into the minds of 
|heir followers. 

■ 

The 
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The thought is happy^ my Lord; 
and if a number of thefe Philofophers 
could any where be founds I might 
be induced to fall into the project of 
employing fuch only in the province 
of Education. But, the condition, 
in which truth and reafon are now 
left, and feem likely to continue, in 
this world of our's, affords little room 
for fuch flattering expedations,. An 
unprejudiced Inftrudtor, I doubt, is a 
rarity not to be met with, I do not fay 
in our Univeriities, but even out of 
them : And, prejudices for prejudices, 
fome perfons may be apt to think 
thofe of a Churchman as tolf^able as 
of any other. 

But, my Lord, having no parti-;' 
cular bias on my own mind in favour 
of that order, and having fomethii^ 
perhaps to reffnt from fevcral indivi-r 
duals of it, it will not ^lifbec9me me 

tQ 
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to hazard a word or two> in it's vin-^ 
dication. 

You will permit me then to (ay, 
that I fee no peculiar unfitnefe in the 
clergy for the o£Bce, they are called 
to, in this country, of fuperintend- 
ing the- bufinefs of Education ♦ The • 
leifure they enjoy ; the various learn- 
ing and general ftudies, which that 
leifure enables them, and their pro- 
fcffion obliges them, to purfue ; and, 
laftly, the ftriftnefs of life and man- 
ners, or, if you will, the very de* 
corum, which their chara£ter impofes 
upon them ; All thefe circumflance9 
&em generally to have marked then> 
out, as the propereft perfons to form 
the manners and cultivate the minds 
of youth, in all countries. In our own, 
that propriety ftrikes one the more, 
fince their prejudices, of whatever 
^ind, are in common tp them with 
4 ' all 
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all other fpeculative and ftudious men ^ 
and iince even their intereft, rightly . 
underftoody and as feen by the befl and 
wifeft of themfelvesj (whatever may 
have been warmly and paffioqately 
faid by ibme perfons) is ip no degree 
feparate frotn that of the gre^t <ppm« 
munity» to which they belong. 

Yes, your Lordfhip will %'> their 
hopes and views of Preferment -?-?- 

Yet, in this refpcd, they are but on 
a level Ivith other men of mpft other 
profejSions ; nay, with all men out of 
them, that afpire to rife, by their merits 
or the favour of their fuperiors, to any 
diftindtion in the world. And tho' 
we commonly fay, that the clergy 
flxduld be only animated by purer mo-? 
tives, yet you cannot expeft, nay 
would not ferioufly wifti, that they 

IhoulcT 
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fhould be altogether infenfible to fuch 
as thcfe* 

It is true, in countries where the 
clergy have a dcpendance on fome 
foreign power> or where they have 
ufurpedan independent power to them* 
felves, or where, laftly, the civil con- 
ftitutibn is fo ill defined that the privi- 
leges of the fubjed lie at the mercy 
of the Prince ; in each of thefe cafes 
the ambition of the clergy mgy be, 
and in faft has been, prod u dive of 
many public mifchiefs. But our 
Proteftant clergy, [who are in no fo- 
reign fubjedion, claim no indepen- 
dency, and fill their place in a fyftem all 
whofe parts are, now at leaft, exa<5lly 
regulated by known laws, cannot, by 
their private ambition, difturb the ge- 
neral intercft, and have no peculiar in- 
,ducements to attempt it. And tho* 
.particulars may fometimes, by their 

follies 
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follies and indifcretions^ di(hon6uf 
themfelves, yet the effeft cannot be 
confidcrable> and certainly affords no 
good reafon for taking the province 
of Education, for which on fo many 
accounts they are well qualified, out 
t>f their hands. 

Your Lord(hip'$ candour and equU 
ty will then, upon the whole, permit 
an obvious diftin^ftion to be made be^ 
tween the men and their profes^ 
sioN. Too many of the facfred or- 
der, I confefs, and am forry for it, . 
ieem now to be governed by thofe 
principles, and heated by thofe paf^ 
iions, which do little credit to their 
fund:ion, or themfel)(nes ; and are c- 
qually inconfiftent with the. genius of 
that Religion they profefs to teach, as 
they are unfriendly to that legal con- 
ftitution both of Church and State, 
which they have bound themfelves to 

ibpport. 
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fupport. But their Profejfion is little 
concerned in all this ; and in a fuc* 
ceiiion or two of thefe men (if the 
prefent fet be, many of them, incor« 
rigible) you may furely reckon upon 
all tbofe prejudices and pafiions being 
worked off, which now adminifter the 
occafion of fo much diflike to it, 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

Well, but Clergy-manners ; will 
they, too, be worked off, with their 
other infirmities ? 

MR. LOCKE. 

. Perhaps, they may; ifnot, for^ 
give them this one defeat ; at leaft^ if 
it be their only one. But you do not 
mean, that the manners of the clergy^ 
as fucb^ are more oiFenfive than thoie 
of other people. They are fuited to 
their profeflion and way of life, from 

which 
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which they naturally rcfult ; and if 
the clergy have not that glofs upon 
them> which fets off the manners of 
finer men, they rarely difguil you with 
the affectation of it; But^ after al]> if 
perfons of your Lordfhip's quality and 
breeding would condefcend to coun- 
tenance them a little, they would^ 
doubtlefs, brighten under your eye; 
and might come in time to refledt 
fomewhat of that high polifh, which 
gliftens fo much in the addrefs and 
coriverfation of their Betters. 

LORD SHAFTESBURY. 

What tranfmutations they may 
undergo hereafter, and by what medns, 
I am not curious to inquire. On this 
head, their candid apologift is at! li- 
berty to be as much in jeft, or in earn*- 
eft, as he thinks fit. But from what 
appears at prefent, I muft take leave, 
in my turn, to think kfs revcrendly, 

than 
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than He would have tiie^ of our facred 
In{lru(flOrs ; and tho' I value fbme 
particular perfons of the order^ as 
much as any man, yet^ till I f^e a 
greater change in the principles, tem- 
per, and manners of that Body, than, 
I fear, is Irkejy to come to pafs in our 
days, I can have no very favourable 
fentiments of thofe rude, illiberal, 
and monkifh feminaries, where fuch 
worthies prefide. 

* 

MR. LOCKE; 

Let us have patience, my Lord* 
I have not fcrupled to confefs to you, 
that much is, at prefent, amifs in diofe 
feminaries, and wants to be fet right. 
But fb, God knows, there is every 
where elfe. A^ our factions and par- 
ties, both in Religion and Government 
die away, the Univerfities will become 
.more reafonable ; and, as* the gene- 

O ral 
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ral manners refine^ they too will, of 
courfe^ take a better air and polifh. 
In a word, they may not lead the pub«< 
lie taile or judgment, but, as I Md^ 
diey will be fure to follow it. 

And the happy period is not, per- 
haps, far off. For, now I have taken 
upon me to divine fo much of the f u-- 
ture condition of our Univerfitiej, let 
me paint to you more particulariy 
what I conceive of their growing im- 
provements ; and, in a kind of pro- 
phetic ilrain, fuch as old age, they 
fay, pretends to, and may be indulged 
in, delineate to you a faint proipe<£t of 
thofe brighter days, which I fee riling 
upon us. 

" Th e time will come,my Lord, 
^« and I even affure myfelf it is af n6 
^* great diftance, when the Univer- 
t€ ties of England will be as^ ttfpc^^ 

^' ablct 
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^^ able, for the learning thqy teach, 
^* the principles they inftil, and the 
^*TOords they inculcate, as they are 
^** now contemptible, in your LprAp 
^* ihip's eye at leaft, on thefe feveral 
•^accounts/* 

«' I SEE the Day, when a fcholaftic 

^r theology {hall give place to a rati* 

onal Divinity, conduced on the 

principles of iouQd criticifm and 

well-interpreted Scripture: Whein 

*^ their Sums and Syftems ihall fly be- 

^* fare «nlight;ene4 Reofon and ibber 

^* Speculation ; When a fanciful, pre- 

^* carioi®, and hypothetic Philofophy, 

^' fhall 4cfert their Schools j and be 

^* replaced by real fcicnce, fupporting 

/« itfelf pn the fure grounds of experi- 

5^ ment and cOiUtious obfervai^on: 

•• When their Phyfics fhall be Faa.; 

^** their Metaphyfics, common fenfej 

^^ and their Ethv:s, human nature* 

O a ^< Dp 
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'^ Do I flatter myfelf with fond 

" imaginations, my Lord ? Or is not 

*' the time at hand, when St. Paul 

•** fhall le(9:ure our Divines, and not 

••* Galvin ; our Bacons and 

*' BoYLEs, expel Aristotle ; Mr. 

*' Newton, fill the chair of Des 

" Cartes j and even your friend (if 

*• your Lordfhip can forgive the ar- 

^^ rogance of placing himfelf by the 

• '* fide- of fuch ^men) fake the lead of 

^« Burgersdicius ? 

< * S T I L L , my Lord, my prophetic 

*' eye penetrates further. Amidft 

«^ thefe improvements in real fcience, 

*^ the- languages fhall be learnt for 

" ufe, and not pedantry ; Your -Lord- 

^' (blip's admired atitients ftiall be 

" refpeAcd, and not idolized r- the 

*«' foriirts of chflic compontion be 

i<*^emu1atcd : and a jet of men afrife 

^' even beneath tlwf-ilhadebf otir'Aca- 

ijv^ * 1 ,' " demic 
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•* demic cloyftersj that (hall polifii the 
** tkfte^ as- well as advance the know- 
** ledge, of their countiy. ' 

"J *^ Yet, I am but half way. in the 
** pourtraiture of my' Vifion. The 
** -appointed lediirers lof our jrouth, 
*' whom your Lord(hip loves to qua- 
" lify with the name oi bearded boys , 
*^ihaH adopt the manners of nien; 
^* ihallinftru<a with knowledge, and 
*« perfiiade with reafon ; fliall be the 
*• firil to explode flavifli dodtrines and 
^« narrow principles ; fhall exter- 
<' minate riot and debauchery from 
^* tbeir walls ; and, which is the firft 
** and laft part of a good education, 
*' kt the noble and ingenuous youth, 
*< enfrufted to their care, the brighteft 
" examples of diligence, fobriety, an4 
' *' virtue. 

O 3 *♦ Per- 
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^^ commerce ^^U be Qpooed wiUk ^ 
«« world: thiB^Eiudetttf of ow,€o]l€^e8 
^< be ambitious of appearing in good 
f* company -: aad ^ ; a ^general exility 
1^ prevail ^yker^e yoinr Lordib^p Jfccs 
^f oothingrat^p^^nt^ but barbarifu 

*f and rudencfs* 



. ^^ Nay f who knows .bufc lin <hk 
indifferent ilatc of things, the Acte 
if themfelwa may gam admdflipn into 
•'* theie Seminaries ; and ^ pvep the 
«^ Exercifes be taught there, whieh 
•5 our noble youtji ajee now fept tp^ao- 
"<« quire on the continent ? 

♦^ Such I pcrjWe myfelf, if ^c 
«* prefage of old experience may pafs 
= « for any things is the happier Scene 
** which a little time fhall difcloi^^^ta 
** your view, in our Englifh Univerfi- 
*n ties. What it's duration may be, 

« I can- 



^ I * carjnot difcover* MjJch 'will de- 
^ p^4 on the g^oeral maanersj and 

<^ the' i>ttblic cnpomig^m^nt. la tho 

** mean time, i(:my. cloud f eft^ppon it# 
** it will not arife immediately from 
*« within, \>Vit from the little, or, 
** which is worfe, the ill-dire^ed fa- 
1^ youf which 4je: Qrc;at ihfdl yot^ph- 
^* fadSe l;o /hew rto'places, fo qualified 
^f 41^ ib deferviog -j^i^r prota^on* 
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^ *f Yet, after iU I have fccn, or peis 

tf>haps dreamt, as )iK)9ir {^c^dihip may 
f^rathe^ obje(9: toniijei of the future 
5< flaurifliing eftate^f oifriUniveriities, 
1^ and of their vcxtreme fitneis, in all 
f f refpe€ts, to anfwer the ends of their 
f ^ inititutiop, I cannoit be miftaken in 
f1 pne Predi<aion, ^* That the nfiode of 
f ^ early Tjrayel will ftill continue ; 
f* perhaps it's fury will encreafe 1 and 
^( our youth of equality be ftHl fent 

" abroad 



too ON THE USES OF 

** abroad for thcit education, when 
«• every reafon (hall ceafe which your 
<« Lordfhip has now oUedged in fa«- 
•* vour of that pradtice/' 



LORD SHAFTESBURY, 






This laft predidlion may, pef^ 
haps, ' be true; I -mean, if th6£^ 
others (hould ever be accomplifhed. 
But as I have no great faith in mo-* 
dern Prophecy, and fee at prefent 
no fymptoms of this cbmihg' ajge of 
Gold, which your fancy has now 
prefented to us, you muft excule me 
if thefe prophetic Jircnns^ as yoii 
termed them, have no great weight 
with me before their completion! 
Should that ever happen, I fhall re- 
fpedl your forefight at leaft; and 
rejoice extremely at an event, which 
I fliall then freely own, will leav6 

my 
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my countrymen no cxcufe for Aeir 
folly. 

This, Sir, was the fubftance of 
what paiTed between us on the fubjed 
in queftion. Our other friends inter- 
pofed, indeed, at times ; but rarely^ 
and in few words ; and I have rather 
chofen to mix. their occafional obferva- 
tions with our own, than perplex and 
lengthen this recital by a more punS;i« 
lious cxadnefs, Beiides, I could not 
think it civil to introduce my friends 
upon the Scene, only to (hew them, 
as it were, for' Mutes ; their polite- 
nefs to us, who were principals in the 
debate, being fuch as to reftrain them 

• from bearing any confiderable part in 

• it. Yet this way of relation would, 
no doubt, have given fomething more 

^ of life to the iketch, I here fend you ; 
as their prefence, you may believe, 

certainly 
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